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1 Esdras 1 Revised Standard Version (RSV) 

Josiah Celebrates the Passover 

Josiah kept the passover to his Lord in Jerusalem; he killed the passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the first 

month, 2 having placed the priests according to their divisions, arrayed in their garments, in the temple of the 

Lord. 3 And he told the Levites, the temple servants of Israel, that they should sanctify themselves to the Lord 

and put the holy ark of the Lord in the house which Solomon the king, the son of David, had built; 4 and he 

said, “You need no longer carry it upon your shoulders. Now worship the Lord your God and serve his people 

Israel; and prepare yourselves by your families and kindred, 5 in accordance with the directions of David king of 

Israel and the magnificence of Solomon his son. Stand in order in the temple according to the groupings of the 

fathers’ houses of you Levites, who minister before your brethren the people of Israel, 6 and kill the passover 

lamb and prepare the sacrifices for your brethren, and keep the passover according to the commandment of 

the Lord which was given to Moses.” 

7 And Josi′ah gave to the people who were present thirty thousand lambs and kids, and three thousand calves; 

these were given from the king’s possessions, as he promised, to the people and the priests and Levites. 8 And 

Hilki′ah, Zechari′ah, and Jehi′el,[a] the chief officers of the temple, gave to the priests for the passover two 

thousand six hundred sheep and three hundred calves. 9 And Jeconi′ah and Shemai′ah and Nethan′el his 

brother, and Hashabi′ah and Ochiel and Joram, captains over thousands, gave the Levites for the passover five 

thousand sheep and seven hundred calves. 

10 And this is what took place. The priests and the Levites, properly arrayed and having the unleavened bread, 

stood according to kindred 11 and the grouping of the fathers’ houses, before the people, to make the offering 

to the Lord as it is written in the book of Moses; this they did in the morning. 12 They roasted the passover 

lamb with fire, as required; and they boiled the sacrifices in brass pots and caldrons, with a pleasing odor, 
13 and carried them to all the people. Afterward they prepared the passover for themselves and for their 

brethren the priests, the sons of Aaron, 14 because the priests were offering the fat until night; so the Levites 

prepared it for themselves and for their brethren the priests, the sons of Aaron. 15 And the temple singers, the 

sons of Asaph, were in their place according to the arrangement made by David, and also Asaph, Zechari′ah, 

and Eddinus, who represented the king. 16 The gatekeepers were at each gate; no one needed to depart from 

his duties, for their brethren the Levites prepared the passover for them. 

17 So the things that had to do with the sacrifices to the Lord were accomplished that day: the passover was 

kept 18 and the sacrifices were offered on the altar of the Lord, according to the command of King Josi′ah. 
19 And the people of Israel who were present at that time kept the passover and the feast of unleavened bread 

seven days. 20 No passover like it had been kept in Israel since the times of Samuel the prophet; 21 none of the 

kings of Israel had kept such a passover as was kept by Josi′ah and the priests and Levites and the men of 

Judah and all of Israel who were dwelling in Jerusalem. 22 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josi′ah this 

passover was kept. 23 And the deeds of Josi′ah were upright in the sight of the Lord, for his heart was full of 

godliness. 24 The events of his reign have been recorded in the past, concerning those who sinned and acted 

wickedly toward the Lord beyond any other people or kingdom, and how they grieved the Lord[b] deeply, so 

that the words of the Lord rose up against Israel. 
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The End of Josiah’s Reign 

25 After all these acts of Josi′ah, it happened that Pharaoh, king of Egypt, went to make war at Car′chemish on 

the Euphra′tes, and Josi′ah went out against him. 26 And the king of Egypt sent word to him saying, “What have 

we to do with each other, king of Judea? 27 I was not sent against you by the Lord God, for my war is at the 

Euphra′tes. And now the Lord is with me! The Lord is with me, urging me on! Stand aside, and do not oppose 

the Lord.” 

28 But Josi′ah did not turn back to his chariot, but tried to fight with him, and did not heed the words of 

Jeremiah the prophet from the mouth of the Lord. 29 He joined battle with him in the plain of Megid′do, and 

the commanders came down against King Josi′ah. 30 And the king said to his servants, “Take me away from the 

battle, for I am very weak.” And immediately his servants took him out of the line of battle. 31 And he got into 

his second chariot; and after he was brought back to Jerusalem he died, and was buried in the tomb of his 

fathers. 32 And in all Judea they mourned for Josi′ah. Jeremiah the prophet lamented for Josi′ah, and the 

principal men, with the women,[c] have made lamentation for him to this day; it was ordained that this should 

always be done throughout the whole nation of Israel. 33 These things are written in the book of the histories 

of the kings of Judea; and every one of the acts of Josi′ah, and his splendor, and his understanding of the law 

of the Lord, and the things that he had done before and these that are now told, are recorded in the book of 

the kings of Israel and Judah. 

The Last Kings of Judah 

34 And the men of the nation took Jeconi′ah the son of Josi′ah, who was twenty-three years old, and made him 

king in succession to Josi′ah his father. 35 And he reigned three months in Judah and Jerusalem. Then the king 

of Egypt deposed him from reigning in Jerusalem, 36 and fined the nation a hundred talents of silver and a 

talent of gold. 37 And the king of Egypt made Jehoi′akim his brother king of Judea and Jerusalem. 38 Jehoi′akim 

put the nobles in prison, and seized his brother Zarius and brought him up out of Egypt. 

39 Jehoi′akim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign in Judea and Jerusalem, and he did what was 

evil in the sight of the Lord. 40 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against him, and bound him with 

a chain of brass and took him away to Babylon. 41 Nebuchadnezzar also took some holy vessels of the Lord, 

and carried them away, and stored them in his temple in Babylon. 42 But the things that are reported about 

Jehoi′akim[d] and his uncleanness and impiety are written in the chronicles of the kings. 

43 Jehoi′achin[e] his son became king in his stead; when he was made king he was eighteen years old, 44 and 

he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem. He did what was evil in the sight of the Lord. 45 So after a 

year Nebuchadnezzar sent and removed him to Babylon, with the holy vessels of the Lord, 46 and made 

Zedeki′ah king of Judea and Jerusalem. 

The Fall of Jerusalem 

Zedeki′ah was twenty-one years old, and he reigned eleven years. 47 He also did what was evil in the sight of 

the Lord, and did not heed the words that were spoken by Jeremiah the prophet from the mouth of the Lord. 
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48 And though King Nebuchadnezzar had made him swear by the name of the Lord, he broke his oath and 

rebelled; and he stiffened his neck and hardened his heart and transgressed the laws of the Lord, the God of 

Israel. 49 Even the leaders of the people and of the priests committed many acts of sacrilege and lawlessness 

beyond all the unclean deeds of all the nations, and polluted the temple of the Lord which had been hallowed 

in Jerusalem. 50 So the God of their fathers sent by his messenger to call them back, because he would have 

spared them and his dwelling place. 51 But they mocked his messengers, and whenever the Lord spoke, they 

scoffed at his prophets, 52 until in his anger against his people because of their ungodly acts he gave command 

to bring against them the kings of the Chaldeans. 53 These slew their young men with the sword around their 

holy temple, and did not spare young man or virgin, old man or child, for he gave them all into their hands. 
54 And all the holy vessels of the Lord, great and small, and the treasure chests of the Lord, and the royal 

stores, they took and carried away to Babylon. 55 And they burned the house of the Lord and broke down the 

walls of Jerusalem and burned their towers with fire, 56 and utterly destroyed all its glorious things. The 

survivors he led away to Babylon with the sword, 57 and they were servants to him and to his sons until the 

Persians began to reign, in fulfilment of the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah: 58 “Until the land has 

enjoyed its sabbaths, it shall keep sabbath all the time of its desolation until the completion of seventy years.” 

1 Esdras 2  

Cyrus Permits the Exiles to Return 

In the first year of Cyrus as king of the Persians, that the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 

accomplished, 2 the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of the Persians, and he made a proclamation 

throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: 

3 “Thus says Cyrus king of the Persians: The Lord of Israel, the Lord Most High, has made me king of the world, 
4 and he has commanded me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judea. 5 If any one of you, 

therefore, is of his people, may his Lord be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judea, and 

build the house of the Lord of Israel—he is the Lord who dwells in Jerusalem, 6 and let each man, wherever he 

may live, be helped by the men of his place with gold and silver, 7 with gifts and with horses and cattle, besides 

the other things added as votive offerings for the temple of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.” 

8 Then arose the heads of families of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, and all 

whose spirit the Lord had stirred to go up to build the house in Jerusalem for the Lord; 9 and their neighbors 

helped them with everything, with silver and gold, with horses and cattle, and with a very great number of 

votive offerings from many whose hearts were stirred. 

10 Cyrus the king also brought out the holy vessels of the Lord which Nebuchadnez′zar had carried away from 

Jerusalem and stored in his temple of idols. 11 When Cyrus king of the Perians brought these out, he gave them 

to Mithridates his treasurer, 12 and by him they were given to Sheshbazzar[a] the governor of Judea. 13 The 

number of these was: a thousand gold cups, a thousand silver cups, twenty-nine silver censers, thirty gold 

bowls, two thousand four hundred and ten silver bowls, and a thousand other vessels. 14 All the vessels were 

handed over, gold and silver, five thousand four hundred and sixty-nine, 15 and they were carried back by 

Sheshbazzar[b] with the returning exiles from Babylon to Jerusalem. 
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Opposition to Rebuilding Jerusalem 

16 But in the time of Artaxerxes king of the Persians, Bishlam, Mithridates, Tab′eel, Rehum, Beltethmus, 

Shim′shai the scribe, and the rest of their associates, living in Samar′ia and other places, wrote him the 

following letter, against those who were living in Judea and Jerusalem: 

17 “To King Artaxerxes our lord, Your servants Rehum the recorder and Shim′shai the scribe and the other 

judges of their council in Coelesyria and Phoenicia: 18 Now be it known to our lord the king that the Jews who 

came up from you to us have gone to Jerusalem and are building that rebellious and wicked city, repairing its 

market places and walls and laying the foundations for a temple. 19 Now if this city is built and the walls 

finished, they will not only refuse to pay tribute but will even resist kings. 20 And since the building of the 

temple is now going on, we think it best not to neglect such a matter, 21 but to speak to our lord the king, in 

order that, if it seems good to you, search may be made in the records of your fathers. 22 You will find in the 

chronicles what has been written about them, and will learn that this city was rebellious, troubling both kings 

and other cities, 23 and that the Jews were rebels and kept setting up blockades in it from of old. That is why 

this city was laid waste. 24 Therefore we now make known to you, O lord and king, that if this city is built and 

its walls finished, you will no longer have access to Coelesyria and Phoenicia.” 

25 Then the king, in reply to Rehum the recorder and Beltethmus and Shim′shai the scribe and the others 

associated with them and living in Samaria and Syria and Phoenicia, wrote as follows: 26 “I have read the letter 

which you sent me. So I ordered search to be made, and it has been found that this city from of old has fought 

against kings, 27 and that the men in it were given to rebellion and war, and that mighty and cruel kings ruled 

in Jerusalem and exacted tribute from Coelesyria and Phoenicia. 28 Therefore I have now issued orders to 

prevent these men from building the city and to take care that nothing more be done 29 and that such wicked 

proceedings go no further to the annoyance of kings.” 

30 Then, when the letter from King Artaxerxes was read, Rehum and Shim′shai the scribe and their associates 

went in haste to Jerusalem, with horsemen and a multitude in battle array, and began to hinder the builders. 

And the building of the temple in Jerusalem ceased until the second year of the reign of Darius king of the 

Persians. 

1 Esdras 3  

The Debate of the Three Bodyguards 

Now King Darius gave a great banquet for all that were under him and all that were born in his house and all 

the nobles of Media and Persia 2 and all the satraps and generals and governors that were under him in the 

hundred and twenty-seven satrapies from India to Ethiopia. 3 They ate and drank, and when they were 

satisfied they departed; and Darius the king went to his bedroom, and went to sleep, and then awoke. 

4 Then the three young men of the bodyguard, who kept guard over the person of the king, said to one 

another, 5 “Let each of us state what one thing is strongest; and to him whose statement seems wisest, Darius 

the king will give rich gifts and great honors of victory. 6 He shall be clothed in purple, and drink from gold 

cups, and sleep on a gold bed, and have a chariot with gold bridles, and a turban of fine linen, and a necklace 

about his neck; 7 and because of his wisdom he shall sit next to Darius and shall be called kinsman of Darius.” 
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8 Then each wrote his own statement, and they sealed them and put them under the pillow of Darius the king, 
9 and said, “When the king wakes, they will give him the writing; and to the one whose statement the king and 

the three nobles of Persia judge to be wisest the victory shall be given according to what is written.” 10 The 

first wrote, “Wine is strongest.” 11 The second wrote, “The king is strongest.” 12 The third wrote, “Women are 

strongest, but truth is victor over all things.” 

13 When the king awoke, they took the writing and gave it to him, and he read it. 14 Then he sent and 

summoned all the nobles of Persia and Media and the satraps and generals and governors and prefects, 15 and 

he took his seat in the council chamber, and the writing was read in their presence. 16 And he said, “Call the 

young men, and they shall explain their statements.” So they were summoned, and came in. 17 And they said 

to them, “Explain to us what you have written.” 

The Speech about Wine 

Then the first, who had spoken of the strength of wine, began and said: 18 “Gentlemen, how is wine the 

strongest? It leads astray the minds of all who drink it. 19 It makes equal the mind of the king and the orphan, 

of the slave and the free, of the poor and the rich. 20 It turns every thought to feasting and mirth, and forgets 

all sorrow and debt. 21 It makes all hearts feel rich, forgets kings and satraps, and makes every one talk in 

millions.[a] 22 When men drink they forget to be friendly with friends and brothers, and before long they draw 

their swords. 23 And when they recover from the wine, they do not remember what they have done. 
24 Gentlemen, is not wine the strongest, since it forces men to do these things?” When he had said this, he 

stopped speaking. 

1 Esdras 4  

The Speech about the King 

Then the second, who had spoken of the strength of the king, began to speak: 2 “Gentlemen, are not men 

strongest, who rule over land and sea and all that is in them? 3 But the king is stronger; he is their lord and 

master, and whatever he says to them they obey. 4 If he tells them to make war on one another, they do it; 

and if he sends them out against the enemy, they go, and conquer mountains, walls, and towers. 5 They kill 

and are killed, and do not disobey the king’s command; if they win the victory, they bring everything to the 

king—whatever spoil they take and everything else. 6 Likewise those who do not serve in the army or make 

war but till the soil, whenever they sow, reap the harvest and bring some to the king; and they compel one 

another to pay taxes to the king. 7 And yet he is only one man! If he tells them to kill, they kill; if he tells them 

to release, they release; 8 if he tells them to attack, they attack; if he tells them to lay waste, they lay waste; if 

he tells them to build, they build; 9 if he tells them to cut down, they cut down; if he tells them to plant, they 

plant. 10 All his people and his armies obey him. Moreover, he reclines, he eats and drinks and sleeps, 11 but 

they keep watch around him and no one may go away to attend to his own affairs, nor do they disobey him. 
12 Gentlemen, why is not the king the strongest, since he is to be obeyed in this fashion?” And he stopped 

speaking. 

The Speech about Women 

13 Then the third, that is Zerubbabel, who had spoken of women and truth, began to speak: 14 “Gentlemen, is 

not the king great, and are not men many, and is not wine strong? Who then is their master, or who is their 
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lord? Is it not women? 15 Women gave birth to the king and to every people that rules over sea and land. 
16 From women they came; and women brought up the very men who plant the vineyards from which comes 

wine. 17 Women make men’s clothes; they bring men glory; men cannot exist without women. 18 If men gather 

gold and silver or any other beautiful thing, and then see a woman lovely in appearance and beauty, 19 they let 

all those things go, and gape at her, and with open mouths stare at her, and all prefer her to gold or silver or 

any other beautiful thing. 20 A man leaves his own father, who brought him up, and his own country, and 

cleaves to his wife. 21 With his wife he ends his days, with no thought of his father or his mother or his country. 
22 Hence you must realize that women rule over you! 

“Do you not labor and toil, and bring everything and give it to women? 23 A man takes his sword, and goes out 

to travel and rob and steal and to sail the sea and rivers; 24 he faces lions, and he walks in darkness, and when 

he steals and robs and plunders, he brings it back to the woman he loves. 25 A man loves his wife more than his 

father or his mother. 26 Many men have lost their minds because of women, and have become slaves because 

of them. 27 Many have perished, or stumbled, or sinned, because of women. 28 And now do you not believe 

me? 

“Is not the king great in his power? Do not all lands fear to touch him? 29 Yet I have seen him with Apame, the 

king’s concubine, the daughter of the illustrious Bartacus; she would sit at the king’s right hand 30 and take the 

crown from the king’s head and put it on her own, and slap the king with her left hand. 31 At this the king 

would gaze at her with mouth agape. If she smiles at him, he laughs; if she loses her temper with him, he 

flatters her, that she may be reconciled to him. 32 Gentlemen, why are not women strong, since they do such 

things?” 

The Speech about Truth 

33 Then the king and the nobles looked at one another; and he began to speak about truth: 34 “Gentlemen, are 

not women strong? The earth is vast, and heaven is high, and the sun is swift in its course, for it makes the 

circuit of the heavens and returns to its place in one day. 35 Is he not great who does these things? But truth is 

great, and stronger than all things. 36 The whole earth calls upon truth, and heaven blesses her. All God’s[a] 

works quake and tremble, and with him there is nothing unrighteous. 37 Wine is unrighteous, the king is 

unrighteous, women are unrighteous, all the sons of men are unrighteous, all their works are unrighteous, and 

all such things. There is no truth in them and in their unrighteousness they will perish. 38 But truth endures and 

is strong forever, and lives and prevails for ever and ever. 39 With her there is no partiality or preference, but 

she does what is righteous instead of anything that is unrighteous or wicked. All men approve her deeds, 
40 and there is nothing unrighteous in her judgment. To her belongs the strength and the kingship and the 

power and the majesty of all the ages. Blessed be the God of truth!” 41 He ceased speaking; then all the people 

shouted, and said, “Great is truth, and strongest of all!” 

Zerubbabel’s Reward 

42 Then the king said to him, “Ask what you wish, even beyond what is written, and we will give it to you, for 

you have been found to be the wisest. And you shall sit next to me, and be called my kinsman.” 43 Then he said 

to the king, “Remember the vow which you made to build Jerusalem, in the day when you became king, 44 and 

to send back all the vessels that were taken from Jerusalem, which Cyrus set apart when he began[b] to 

destroy Babylon, and vowed to send them back there. 45 You also vowed to build the temple, which the 
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Edomite’s burned when Judea was laid waste by the Chaldeans. 46 And now, O lord the king, this is what I ask 

and request of you, and this befits your greatness. I pray therefore that you fulfil the vow whose fulfilment 

you vowed to the King of heaven with your own lips.” 

47; Then Darius the king rose, and kissed him, and wrote letters for him to all the treasurers and governors and 

generals and satraps, that they should give escort to him and all who were going up with him to build 

Jerusalem. 48; And he wrote letters to all the governors in Coelesyria and Phoenicia and to those in Leb′anon, 

to bring cedar timber from Leb′anon to Jerusalem, and to help him build the city. 49 And he wrote for all the 

Jews who were going up from his kingdom to Judea, in the interest of their freedom, that no officer or satrap 

or governor or treasurer should forcibly enter their doors; 50 that all the country which they would occupy 

should be theirs without tribute; that the Idume′ans should give up the villages of the Jews which they held; 

51 that twenty talents a year should be given for the building of the temple until it was completed, 52 and an 

additional ten talents a year for burnt offerings to be offered on the altar every day, in accordance with the 

commandment to make seventeen offerings; 53 and that all who came from Babylonia to build the city should 

have their freedom, they and their children and all the priests who came. 54 He wrote also concerning their 

support and the priests’ garments in which[c] they were to minister. 55 He wrote that the support for the 

Levites should be provided until the day when the temple should be finished and Jerusalem built. 56 He wrote 

that land and wages should be provided for all who guarded the city. 57 And he sent back from Babylon all the 

vessels which Cyrus had set apart; everything that Cyrus had ordered to be done, he also commanded to be 

done and to be sent to Jerusalem. 

Zerubbabel’s Prayer 

58 When the young man went out, he lifted up his face to heaven toward Jerusalem, and praised the King of 

heaven, saying, 59 “From thee is the victory; from thee is wisdom, and thine is the glory. I am thy servant. 
60 Blessed art thou, who hast given me wisdom; I give thee thanks, O Lord of our fathers.” 61 So he took the 

letters, and went to Babylon and told this to all his brethren. 62 And they praised the God of their fathers, 

because he had given them release and permission 63 to go up and build Jerusalem and the temple which is 

called by his name; and they feasted, with music and rejoicing, for seven days. 

1 Esdras 5 

List of the Returning Exiles 

After this the heads of fathers’ houses were chosen to go up, according to their tribes, with their wives and 

sons and daughters, and their menservants and maidservants, and their cattle. 2 And Darius sent with them a 

thousand horsemen to take them back to Jerusalem in safety, with the music of drums and flutes; 3 and all 

their brethren were making merry. And he made them go up with them. 

4 These are the names of the men who went up, according to their fathers’ houses in the tribes, over their 

groups: 5 the priests, the sons of Phin′ehas, son of Aaron; Jeshua the son of Jo′zadak, son of Serai′ah, and 

Jo′akim the son of Zerub′babel, son of She′altiel, of the house of David, of the lineage of Phares, of the tribe of 

Judah, 6 who spoke wise words before Darius the king of the Persians, in the second year of his reign, in the 

month of Nisan, the first month. 
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7 These are the men of Judea who came up out of their sojourn in captivity, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon had carried away to Babylon 8 and who returned to Jerusalem and the rest of Judea, each to his own 

town. They came with Zerubbabel and Jeshua, Nehemiah, Serai′ah, Resaiah, Big′vai,[a] Mor′decai, Bilshan,[b] 

Mispar,[c] Reeliah, Rehum, and Ba′anah, their leaders. 

9 The number of the men of the nation and their leaders: the sons of Parosh, two thousand one hundred and 

seventy-two. The sons of Shephati′ah, four hundred and seventy-two. 10 The sons of Arah, seven hundred and 

fifty-six. 11 The sons of Pahathmoab, of the sons of Jeshua and Jo′ab, two thousand eight hundred and twelve. 
12 The sons of Elam, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four. The sons of Zattu, nine hundred and forty-five. 

The sons of Chorbe, seven hundred and five. The sons of Bani, six hundred and forty-eight. 13 The sons of 

Be′bai, six hundred and twenty-three. The sons of Azgad, one thousand three hundred and twenty-two. 14 The 

sons of Adoni′kam, six hundred and sixty-seven. The sons of Big′vai, two thousand and sixty-six. The sons of 

Adin, four hundred and fifty-four. 15 The sons of Ater, namely of Hezeki′ah, ninety-two. The sons of Kilan and 

Azetas, sixty-seven. The sons of Azaru, four hundred and thirty-two. 16 The sons of Annias, one hundred and 

one. The sons of Arom. The sons of Be′zai, three hundred and twenty-three. The sons of Jorah,[d] one hundred 

and twelve. 17 The sons of Baiterus, three thousand and five. The sons of Bethlehem,[e] one hundred and 

twenty-three. 18 The men of Netoph′ah, fifty-five. The men of An′athoth, one hundred and fifty-eight. The men 

of Bethasmoth, forty-two. 19 The men of Kir′iathar′im, twenty-five. The men of Chephi′rah and Be-er′oth, seven 

hundred and forty-three. 20 The Chadiasans and Ammidians, four hundred and twenty-two. The men of 

Ramah[f] and Geba, six hundred and twenty-one. 21 The men of Michmas,[g] one hundred and twenty-two. The 

men of Bethel,[h] fifty-two. The sons of Magbish,[i] one hundred and fifty-six. 22 The sons of the other Elam[j] 

and Ono, seven hundred and twenty-five. The sons of Jericho, three hundred and forty-five. 23 The sons of 

Sena′ah, three thousand three hundred and thirty. 

24 The priests: the sons of Jedai′ah the son of Jeshua, of the sons of Anasib, nine hundred and seventy-two. The 

sons of Immer, one thousand and fifty-two. 25 The sons of Pashhur, one thousand two hundred and forty-

seven. The sons of Harim, one thousand and seventeen. 26 The Levites: the sons of Jeshua and Kad′miel and 

Bannas and Sudias, seventy-four. 27 The temple singers: the sons of Asaph, one hundred and twenty-eight. 
28 The gatekeepers: the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of 

Hati′ta, the sons of Sho′bai, in all one hundred and thirty-nine. 

29 The temple servants: the sons of Ziha,[k] the sons of Hasu′pha, the sons of Tabba′oth, the sons of Keros, the 

sons of Si′aha,[l] the sons of Padon, the sons of Leba′nah, the sons of Hag′abah, 30 the sons of Akkub, the sons 

of Uthai, the sons of Ketab, the sons of Hagab, the sons of Shamlai,[m] the sons of Hana, the sons of Cathua, 

the sons of Gahar,[n] 31 The sons of Reaiah,[o] the sons of Rezin,[p] the sons of Neko′da,[q] the sons of Chezib, the 

sons of Gazzam,[r] the sons of Uzza, the sons of Pase′ah,[s] the sons of Hasrah, the sons of Besai,[t] the sons of 

Asnah, the sons of the Meunites,[u] the sons of Nephi′sim, the sons of Bakbuk,[v] the sons of Haku′pha, the sons 

of Asur, the sons of Pharakim, the sons of Bazluth, 32 the sons of Mehi′da, the sons of Cutha, the sons of 

Charea, the sons of Barkos, the sons of Sis′era,[w] the sons of Temah, the sons of Nezi′ah, the sons of Hati′pha. 

33 The sons of Solomon’s servants: the sons of Hasso′phereth,[x] the sons of Peru′da, the sons of Ja′alah, the 

sons of Lozon, the sons of Giddel,[y] the sons of Shephati′ah, 34 the sons of Hattil,[z] the sons of Po′chereth-

hazzeba′im, the sons of Sarothie, the sons of Masiah, the sons of Gas, the sons of Addus, the sons of Subas, 

the sons of Apherra, the sons of Barodis, the sons of Shaphat, the sons of Ami.[aa] 35 All the temple servants and 
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the sons of Solomon’s servants were three hundred and seventy-two. 36 The following are those who came up 

from Telmelah[ab] and Telharsha, under the leadership of Cherub, Addan, and Immer, 37 though they could not 

prove by their fathers’ houses or lineage that they belonged to Israel: the sons of Delai′ah the son of Tobi′ah, 

the sons of Neko′da, six hundred and fifty-two. 

38 Of the priests the following had assumed the priesthood but were not found registered: the sons of 

Habai′ah, the sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Jaddus who had married Agia, one of the daughters of Barzil′lai, and 

was called by his name. 39 And when the genealogy of these men was sought in the register and was not 

found, they were excluded from serving as priests. 40 And Nehemiah and Attharias[ac] told them not to share in 

the holy things until a high priest should appear wearing Urim and Thummim.[ad]  41 All those of Israel, twelve 

or more years of age, besides menservants and maidservants, were forty-two thousand three hundred and 

sixty; 42 their menservants and maidservants were seven thousand three hundred and thirty-seven; there were 

two hundred and forty-five musicians and singers. 43 There were four hundred and thirty-five camels, and 

seven thousand and thirty-six horses, two hundred and forty-five mules, and five thousand five hundred and 

twenty-five asses. 

44 Some of the heads of families, when they came to the temple of God which is in Jerusalem, vowed that they 

would erect the house on its site, to the best of their ability, 45 and that they would give to the sacred treasury 

for the work a thousand minas of gold, five thousand minas of silver, and one hundred priests’ garments. 
46 The priests, the Levites, and some of the people[ae] settled in Jerusalem and its vicinity; and the temple 

singers, the gatekeepers, and all Israel in their towns. 

Worship Begins Again 

47 When the seventh month came, and the sons of Israel were each in his own home, they gathered as one 

man in the square before the first gate toward the east. 48 Then Jeshua the son of Jo′zadak, with his fellow 

priests, and Zerub′babel the son of She′altiel, with his kinsmen, took their places and prepared the altar of the 

God of Israel, 49 to offer burnt offerings upon it, in accordance with the directions in the book of Moses the 

man of God. 50 And some joined them from the other peoples of the land. And they erected the altar in its 

place, for all the peoples of the land were hostile to them and were stronger than they; and they offered 

sacrifices at the proper times and burnt offerings to the Lord morning and evening. 51 They kept the feast of 

booths, as it is commanded in the law, and offered the proper sacrifices every day, 52 and thereafter the 

continual offerings and sacrifices on sabbaths and at new moons and at all the consecrated feasts. 53 And all 

who had made any vow to God began to offer sacrifices to God, from the new moon of the seventh month, 

though the temple of God was not yet built. 54 And they gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and 

food and drink 55 and carts[af] to the Sido′nians and the Tyr′ians, to bring cedar logs from Leb′anon and convey 

them in rafts to the harbor of Joppa, according to the decree which they had in writing from Cyrus king of the 

Persians. 

The Foundations of the Temple Laid 

56 In the second year after their coming to the temple of God in Jerusalem, in the second month, Zerubbabel 

the son of She′altiel and Jeshua the son of Jo′zadak made a beginning, together with their brethren and the 

Levit′ical priests and all who had come to Jerusalem from the captivity; 57 and they laid the foundation of the 

temple of God on the new moon of the second month in the second year after they came to Judea and 
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Jerusalem. 58 And they appointed the Levites who were twenty or more years of age to have charge of the 

work of the Lord. And Jeshua arose, and his sons and brethren and Kad′miel his brother and the sons of Jeshua 

Emadabun and the sons of Joda son of Iliadun, with their sons and brethren, all the Levites, as one man 

pressing forward the work on the house of God, So the builders built the temple of the Lord. 59 And the priests 

stood arrayed in their garments, with musical instruments and trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, 

with cymbals, 60 praising the Lord and blessing him, according to the directions of David king of Israel; 61 and 

they sang hymns, giving thanks to the Lord, because his goodness and his glory are for ever upon all Israel. 
62 And all the people sounded trumpets and shouted with a great shout, praising the Lord for the erection of 

the house of the Lord. 63 Some of the Levitical priests and heads of fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the 

former house, came to the building of this one with outcries and loud weeping, 64 while many came with 

trumpets and a joyful noise, 65 so that the people could not hear the trumpets because of the weeping of the 

people. 

For the multitude sounded the trumpets loudly, so that the sound was heard afar; 66 and when the enemies of 

the tribe of Judah and Benjamin heard it, they came to find out what the sound of the trumpets meant. 67 And 

they learned that those who had returned from captivity were building the temple for the Lord God of Israel. 
68 So they approached Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the heads of the fathers’ houses and said to them, “We will 

build with you. 69 For we obey your Lord just as you do and we have been sacrificing to him ever since the days 

of Esarhaddon[ag] king of the Assyrians, who brought us here.” 70 But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the heads of 

the fathers’ houses in Israel said to them, “You have nothing to do with us in building the house for the Lord 

our God, 71 for we alone will build it for the Lord of Israel, as Cyrus the king of the Persians has commanded 

us.” 72 But the peoples of the land pressed hard[ah] upon those in Judea, cut off their supplies, and hindered 

their building; 73 and by plots and demagoguery and uprisings they prevented the completion of the building 

as long as King Cyrus lived. And they were kept from building for two years, until the reign of Darius. 

1 Esdras 6  

Work on the Temple Begins Again 

Now in the second year of the reign of Darius, the prophets Haggai and Zechari′ah the son of Iddo prophesied 

to the Jews who were in Judea and Jerusalem; they prophesied to them in the name of the Lord God of Israel. 
2 Then Zerubbabel the son of She′altiel and Jeshua the son of Jo′zadak arose and began to build the house of 

the Lord which is in Jerusalem, with the help of the prophets of the Lord who were with them. 3 At the same 

time Sisinnes the governor of Syria and Phoenicia and Sathrabuzanes and their associates came to them and 

said, 4 “By whose order are you building this house and this roof and finishing all the other things? And who 

are the builders that are finishing these things?” 5 Yet the elders of the Jews were dealt with kindly, for the 

providence of the Lord was over the captives; 6 and they were not prevented from building until word could be 

sent to Darius concerning them and a report made. 

7 A copy of the letter which Sisinnes the governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes, and their 

associates the local rulers in Syria and Phoenicia, wrote and sent to Darius: 8 “To King Darius, greeting. Let it be 

fully known to our lord the king that, when we went to the country of Judea and entered the city of Jerusalem, 

we found the elders of the Jews, who had been in captivity, 9 building in the city of Jerusalem a great new 

house for the Lord, of hewn stone, with costly timber laid in the walls. 10 These operations are going on 

rapidly, and the work is prospering in their hands and being completed with all splendor and care. 11 Then we 
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asked these elders, ‘At whose command are you building this house and laying the foundations of this 

structure?’ 12 And in order that we might inform you in writing who the leaders are, we questioned them and 

asked them for a list of the names of those who are at their head. 13 They answered us, ‘We are the servants of 

the Lord who created the heaven and the earth. 14 And the house was built many years ago by a king of Israel 

who was great and strong, and it was finished. 15 But when our fathers sinned against the Lord of Israel who is 

in heaven, and provoked him, he gave them over into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of 

the Chalde′ans; 16 and they pulled down the house, and burned it, and carried the people away captive to 

Babylon. 17 But in the first year that Cyrus reigned over the country of Babylonia, King Cyrus wrote that this 

house should be rebuilt. 18 And the holy vessels of gold and of silver, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of 

the house in Jerusalem and stored in his own temple, these Cyrus the king took out again from the temple in 

Babylon, and they were delivered to Zerubbabel and Sheshbazzar[a] the governor 19 with the command that he 

should take all these vessels back and put them in the temple at Jerusalem, and that this temple of the Lord 

should be rebuilt on its site. 20 Then this Sheshbazzar,[b] after coming here, laid the foundations of the house of 

the Lord which is in Jerusalem, and although it has been in process of construction from that time until now, it 

has not yet reached completion.’ 21 Now therefore, if it seems wise, O king, let search be made in the royal 

archives of our lord[c] the king that are in Babylon; 22 and if it is found that the building of the house of the Lord 

in Jerusalem was done with the consent of King Cyrus, and if it is approved by our lord the king, let him send 

us directions concerning these things.” 

Official Permission Granted 

23 Then Darius commanded that search be made in the royal archives that were deposited in Babylon. And in 

Ecbat′ana, the fortress which is in the country of Media, a scroll[d] was found in which this was recorded: 24 “In 

the first year of the reign of Cyrus, King Cyrus ordered the building of the house of the Lord in Jerusalem, 

where they sacrifice with perpetual fire; 25 its height to be sixty cubits and its breadth sixty cubits, with three 

courses of hewn stone and one course of new native timber; the cost to be paid from the treasury of Cyrus the 

king; 26 and that the holy vessels of the house of the Lord, both of gold and of silver, which Nebuchadnezzar 

took out of the house in Jerusalem and carried away to Babylon, should be restored to the house in Jerusalem, 

to be placed where they had been.” 

27 So Darius[e] commanded Sisinnes the governor of Syria and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes, and their 

associates, and those who were appointed as local rulers in Syria and Phoenicia, to keep away from the place, 

and to permit Zerubbabel, the servant of the Lord and governor of Judea, and the elders of the Jews to build 

this house of the Lord on its site. 28 “And I command that it be built completely, and that full effort be made to 

help the men who have returned from the captivity of Judea, until the house of the Lord is finished; 29 and that 

out of the tribute of Coelesyria and Phoenicia a portion be scrupulously given to these men, that is, to 

Zerubbabel the governor, for sacrifices to the Lord, for bulls and rams and lambs, 30 and likewise wheat and 

salt and wine and oil, regularly every year, without quibbling, for daily use as the priests in Jerusalem may 

indicate, 31 in order that libations may be made to the Most High God for the king and his children, and prayers 

be offered for their life.” 

32 And he commanded that if any should transgress or nullify any of the things herein written,[f] a beam should 

be taken out of his house and he should be hanged upon it, and his property should be forfeited to the king. 
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33 “Therefore may the Lord, whose name is there called upon, destroy every king and nation that shall stretch 

out their hands to hinder or damage that house of the Lord in Jerusalem. 34 “I, King Darius, have decreed that 

it be done with all diligence as here prescribed.” 

1 Esdras 7  

The Temple Is Dedicated 

Then Sisinnes the governor of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, and Sathrabuzanes, and their associates, following the 

orders of King Darius, 2 supervised the holy work with very great care, assisting the elders of the Jews and the 

chief officers of the temple. 3 And the holy work prospered, while the prophets Haggai and Zechari′ah 

prophesied; 4 and they completed it by the command of the Lord God of Israel. So with the consent of Cyrus 

and Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of the Persians, 5 the holy house was finished by the twenty-third day of the 

month of Adar, in the sixth year of King Darius. 6 And the people of Israel, the priests, the Levites, and the rest 

of those from the captivity who joined them, did according to what was written in the book of Moses. 7 They 

offered at the dedication of the temple of the Lord one hundred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, 
8 and twelve he-goats for the sin of all Israel, according to the number of the twelve leaders of the tribes of 

Israel; 9 and the priests and the Levites stood arrayed in their garments, according to kindred, for the services 

of the Lord God of Israel in accordance with the book of Moses; and the gatekeepers were at each gate. 

The Passover 

10 The people of Israel who came from the captivity kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the first 

month, after the priests and the Levites were purified together. 11 Not all of the returned captives were 

purified, but the Levites were all purified together,[a] 12 and they sacrificed the passover lamb for all the 

returned captives and for their brethren the priests and for themselves. 13 And the people of Israel who came 

from the captivity ate it, all those who had separated themselves from the abominations of the peoples of the 

land and sought the Lord. 14 And they kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days, rejoicing before the 

Lord, 15 Because he had changed the will of the king of the Assyrians concerning them, to strengthen their 

hands for the service of the Lord God of Israel. 

 1 Esdras 8 

Ezra Arrives in Jerusalem 

After these things, when Artaxerxes the king of the Persians was reigning, Ezra came, the son of Serai′ah, son 

of Azari′ah, son of Hilki′ah, son of Shallum, 2 son of Zadok, son of Ahi′tub, son of Amari′ah, son of Uzzi, son of 

Bukki, son of Abishu′a, son of Phineas, son of Elea′zar, son of Aaron the chief priest. 3 This Ezra came up from 

Babylon as a scribe skilled in the law of Moses, which was given by the God of Israel; 4 and the king showed 

him honor, for he found favor before the king[a] in all his requests. 5 There came up with him to Jerusalem 

some of the people of Israel and some of the priests and Levites and temple singers and gatekeepers and 

temple servants, 6 in the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes, in the fifth month (this was the king’s seventh 

year); for they left Babylon on the new moon of the first month and arrived in Jerusalem on the new moon of 

the fifth month, by the prosperous journey which the Lord gave them.[b] 7 For Ezra possessed great knowledge, 

so that he omitted nothing from the law of the Lord or the commandments, but taught all Israel all the 

ordinances and judgments. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Esdras+7&version=RSV#fen-RSV-35782a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Esdras+8&version=RSV#fen-RSV-35790a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Esdras+8&version=RSV#fen-RSV-35792b


13 | P a g e  
 

The King’s Mandate 

8 The following is a copy of the written commission from Artaxerxes the king which was delivered to Ezra the 

priest and reader of the law of the Lord: 9 “King Artaxerxes to Ezra the priest and reader of the law of the Lord, 

greeting. 10 In accordance with my gracious decision, I have given orders that those of the Jewish nation and of 

the priests and Levites and others in our realm, who freely choose to do so, may go with you to Jerusalem. 
11 Let as many as are so disposed, therefore, depart with you as I and the seven friends who are my counselors 

have decided, 12 in order to look into matters in Judea and Jerusalem, in accordance with what is in the law of 

the Lord, 13 and to carry to Jerusalem the gifts for the Lord of Israel which I and my friends have vowed, and to 

collect for the Lord in Jerusalem all the gold and silver that may be found in the country of Babylonia, 
14 together with what is given by the nation for the temple of their Lord which is in Jerusalem, both gold and 

silver for bulls and rams and lambs and what goes with them, 15 so as to offer sacrifices upon the altar of their 

Lord which is in Jerusalem. 16 And whatever you and your brethren are minded to do with the gold and silver, 

perform it in accordance with the will of your God; 17 and deliver the holy vessels of the Lord which are given 

you for the use of the temple of your God which is in Jerusalem. 18 And whatever else occurs to you as 

necessary for the temple of your God, you may provide out of the royal treasury. 

19 “And I, Artaxerxes the king, have commanded the treasurers of Syria and Phoenic′ia that whatever Ezra the 

priest and reader of the law of the Most High God sends for, they shall take care to give him, 20 up to a 

hundred talents of silver, and likewise up to a hundred cors of wheat, a hundred baths of wine, and salt in 

abundance. 21 Let all things prescribed in the law of God be scrupulously fulfilled for the Most High God, so 

that wrath may not come upon the kingdom of the king and his sons. 22 You are also informed that no tribute 

or any other tax is to be laid on any of the priests or Levites or temple singers or gatekeepers or temple 

servants or persons employed in this temple, and that no one has authority to impose any tax upon them. 

23 “And you, Ezra, according to the wisdom of God, appoint judges and justices to judge all those who know 

the law of your God, throughout all Syria and Phoenicia; and those who do not know it you shall teach. 24 And 

all who transgress the law of your God or the law of the kingdom shall be strictly punished, whether by death 

or some other punishment, either fine or imprisonment.” 

Ezra Praises God 

25 Blessed be the Lord alone, who put this into the heart of the king, to glorify his house which is in Jerusalem, 
26 and who honored me in the sight of the king and his counselors and all his friends and nobles. 27 I was 

encouraged by the help of the Lord my God, and I gathered men from Israel to go up with me. 

The Leaders Who Returned 

28 These are the principal men, according to their fathers’ houses and their groups, who went up with me from 

Babylon, in the reign of Artaxerxes the king: 29 Of the sons of Phineas, Gershom. Of the sons of Ith′amar, 

Gamael. Of the sons of David, Hattush the son of Shecani′ah. 30 Of the sons of Parosh, Zechari′ah, and with him 

a hundred and fifty men enrolled. 31 Of the sons of Pahathmoab, Eliehoenai the son of Zerahi′ah, and with him 

two hundred men. 32 Of the sons of Zattu, Shecani′ah the son of Jaha′ziel, and with him three hundred men. Of 

the sons of Adin, Obed the son of Jonathan, and with him two hundred and fifty men. 33 Of the sons of Elam, 

Jeshai′ah the son of Gotholiah, and with him seventy men. 34 Of the sons of Shephati′ah, Zeraiah the son of 

Michael, and with him seventy men, 35 Of the sons of Jo′ab, Obadi′ah the son of Jehi′el, and with him two 
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hundred and twelve men. 36 Of the sons of Bani, Shelo′mith the son of Josiphi′ah, and with him a hundred and 

sixty men. 37 Of the sons of Be′bai, Zechari′ah the son of Be′bai, and with him twenty-eight men. 38 Of the sons 

of Azgad, Joha′nan the son of Hak′katan, and with him a hundred and ten men. 39 Of the sons of Adoni′kam, 

the last ones, their names being Eliph′elet, Jeu′el, and Shemai′ah, and with them seventy men. 40 Of the sons 

of Big′vai, Uthai the son of Istalcurus, and with him seventy men. 

41 I assembled them at the river called Theras, and we encamped there three days, and I inspected them. 
42 When I found there none of the sons of the priests or of the Levites, 43 I sent word to Eliezar, Iduel, 

Maasmas, 44 Elna′than, Shemai′ah, Jarib, Nathan, Elna′than, Zechari′ah, and Meshul′lam, who were leaders and 

men of understanding; 45 and I told them to go to Iddo, who was the leading man at the place of the treasury, 
46 and ordered them to tell Iddo and his brethren and the treasurers at that place to send us men to serve as 

priests in the house of our Lord. 47 And by the mighty hand of our Lord they brought us competent men of the 

sons of Mahli the son of Levi, son of Israel, namely Sherebi′ah[c] with his sons and kinsmen, eighteen; 48 also 

Hashabi′ah and Annunus and Jeshai′ah his brother, of the sons of Hana′niah, and their sons, twenty men; 
49 and of the temple servants, whom David and the leaders had given for the service of the Levites, two 

hundred and twenty temple servants; the list of all their names was reported. 

Ezra Proclaims a Fast 

50 There I proclaimed a fast for the young men before our Lord, to seek from him a prosperous journey for 

ourselves and for our children and the cattle that were with us. 51 For I was ashamed to ask the king for foot 

soldiers and horsemen and an escort to keep us safe from our adversaries; 52 for we had said to the king, “The 

power of our Lord will be with those who seek him, and will support them in every way.” 53 And again we 

prayed to our Lord about these things, and we found him very merciful. 

The Gifts for the Temple 

54 Then I set apart twelve of the leaders of the priests, Sherebi′ah and Hashabi′ah, and ten of their kinsmen 

with them; 55 and I weighed out to them the silver and the gold and the holy vessels of the house of our Lord, 

which the king himself and his counselors and the nobles and all Israel had given. 56 I weighed and gave to 

them six hundred and fifty talents of silver, and silver vessels worth a hundred talents, and a hundred talents 

of gold, 57 and twenty golden bowls, and twelve bronze vessels of fine bronze that glittered like gold. 58 And I 

said to them, “You are holy to the Lord, and the vessels are holy, and the silver and the gold are vowed to the 

Lord, the Lord of our fathers. 59 Be watchful and on guard until you deliver them to the leaders of the priests 

and the Levites, and to the heads of the fathers’ houses of Israel, in Jerusalem, in the chambers of the house 

of our Lord.” 60 So the priests and the Levites who took the silver and the gold and the vessels which had been 

in Jerusalem carried them to the temple of the Lord. 

The Return to Jerusalem 

61 We departed from the river Theras on the twelfth day of the first month; and we arrived in Jerusalem by the 

mighty hand of our Lord which was upon us; he delivered us from every enemy on the way, and so we came to 

Jerusalem. 62 When we had been there three days, the silver and the gold were weighed and delivered in the 

house of our Lord to Mer′emoth the priest, son of Uri′ah; 63 and with him was Elea′zar the son of Phin′ehas, 

and with them were Jo′zabad the son of Jeshua and Moeth the son of Bin′nui,[d] the Levites. 64 The whole was 

counted and weighed, and the weight of everything was recorded at that very time. 65 And those who had 
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come back from captivity offered sacrifices to the Lord, the God of Israel, twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety-six 

rams, 66 seventy-two lambs, and as a thank offering twelve he-goats—all as a sacrifice to the Lord. 67 And they 

delivered the king’s orders to the royal stewards and to the governors of Coelesyria and Phoenic′ia; and these 

officials[e] honored the people and the temple of the Lord. 

Ezra’s Prayer 

68 After these things had been done, the principal men came to me and said, 69 “The people of Israel and the 

leaders and the priests and the Levites have not put away from themselves the alien peoples of the land and 

their pollutions, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Per′izzites, the Jeb′usites, the Mo′abites, the Egyptians, and 

the Edomite’s. 70 For they and their sons have married the daughters of these people,[f] and the holy race has 

been mixed with the alien peoples of the land; and from the beginning of this matter the leaders and the 

nobles have been sharing in this iniquity.” 

71 As soon as I heard these things I rent my garments and my holy mantle, and pulled out hair from my head 

and beard, and sat down in anxiety and grief. 72 And all who were ever moved at[g] the word of the Lord of 

Israel gathered round me, as I mourned over this iniquity, and I sat grief-stricken until the evening sacrifice. 
73 Then I rose from my fast, with my garments and my holy mantle rent, and kneeling down and stretching 

forth my hands to the Lord 74 I said, 

“O Lord, I am ashamed and confounded before thy face. 75 For our sins have risen higher than our heads, and 

our mistakes have mounted up to heaven 76 from the times of our fathers, and we are in great sin to this day. 
77 And because of our sins and the sins of our fathers we with our brethren and our kings and our priests were 

given over to the kings of the earth, to the sword and captivity and plundering, in shame until this day. 78 And 

now in some measure mercy has come to us from thee, O Lord, to leave to us a root and a name in thy holy 

place, 79 and to uncover a light for us in the house of the Lord our God, and to give us food in the time of our 

servitude. 80 Even in our bondage we were not forsaken by our Lord, but he brought us into favor with the 

kings of the Persians, so that they have given us food 81 and glorified the temple of our Lord, and raised Zion 

from desolation, to give us a stronghold in Judea and Jerusalem. 

82 “And now, O Lord, what shall we say, when we have these things? For we have transgressed thy 

commandments, which thou didst give by thy servants the prophets, saying, 83 ‘The land which you are 

entering to take possession of it is a land polluted with the pollution of the aliens of the land, and they have 

filled it with their uncleanness. 84 Therefore do not give your daughters in marriage to their sons, and do not 

take their daughters for your sons; 85 and do not seek ever to have peace with them, in order that you may be 

strong and eat the good things of the land and leave it for an inheritance to your children for ever.’ 86 And all 

that has happened to us has come about because of our evil deeds and our great sins. For thou, O Lord, didst 

lift the burden of our sins 87 and give us such a root as this; but we turned back again to transgress thy law by 

mixing with the uncleanness of the peoples of the land. 88 Wast thou not angry enough with us to destroy us 

without leaving a root or seed or name? 89 O Lord of Israel, thou art true; for we are left as a root to this day. 
90 Behold, we are now before thee in our iniquities; for we can no longer stand in thy presence because of 

these things.” 
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The Plan for Ending Mixed Marriages 

91 While Ezra was praying and making his confession, weeping and lying upon the ground before the temple, 

there gathered about him a very great throng from Jerusalem, men and women and youths; for there was 

great weeping among the multitude. 92 Then Shecani′ah the son of Jehi′el, one of the men of Israel, called out, 

and said to Ezra, “We have sinned against the Lord, and have married foreign women from the peoples of the 

land; but even now there is hope for Israel. 93 Let us take an oath to the Lord about this, that we will put away 

all our foreign wives, with their children, 94 as seems good to you and to all who obey the law of the Lord. 
95 Arise[h] and take action, for it is your task, and we are with you to take strong measures.” 96 Then Ezra arose 

and had the leaders of the priests and Levites of all Israel take oath that they would do this. And they took the 

oath. 

1 Esdras 9 

The Expulsion of Foreign Wives 

Then Ezra rose and went from the court of the temple to the chamber of Jehoha′nan the son of Eli′ashib, 2 and 

spent the night there; and he did not eat bread or drink water, for he was mourning over the great iniquities 

of the multitude. 3 And a proclamation was made throughout Judea and Jerusalem to all who had returned 

from the captivity that they should assemble at Jerusalem, 4 and that if any did not meet there within two or 

three days, in accordance with the decision of the ruling elders, their cattle should be seized for sacrifice and 

the men themselves[a] expelled from the multitude of those who had returned from the captivity. 

5 Then the men of the tribe of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusalem within three days; this was the 

ninth month, on the twentieth day of the month. 6 And all the multitude sat in the open square before the 

temple, shivering because of the bad weather that prevailed. 7 Then Ezra rose and said to them, “You have 

broken the law and married foreign women, and so have increased the sin of Israel. 8 Now then make 

confession and give glory to the Lord the God of our fathers, 9 and do his will; separate yourselves from the 

peoples of the land and from your foreign wives.” 10 Then all the multitude shouted and said with a loud voice, 

“We will do as you have said. 11 But the multitude is great and it is winter, and we are not able to stand in the 

open air. This is not a work we can do in one day or two, for we have sinned too much in these things. 12 so let 

the leaders of the multitude stay, and let all those in our settlements who have foreign wives come at the time 

appointed, 13 with the elders and judges of each place, until we are freed from the wrath of the Lord over this 

matter.” 14 Jonathan the son of As′ahel and Jahzei′ah the son of Tikvah[b] undertook the matter on these terms, 

and Meshul′lam and Levi and Shab′bethai served with them as judges. 15 And those who had returned from 

the captivity acted in accordance with all this. 

16 Ezra the priest chose for himself the leading men of their fathers’ houses, all of them by name; and on the 

new moon of the tenth month they began their sessions to investigate the matter. 17 And the cases of the men 

who had foreign wives were brought to an end by the new moon of the first month. 

18 Of the priests those who were brought in and found to have foreign wives were: 19 of the sons of Jeshua the 

son of Jo′zadak and his brethren, Maaseiah, Eliezar, Jarib, and Jodan. 20 They pledged themselves to put away 

their wives, and to give rams in expiation of their error. 21 Of the sons of Immer: Hana′ni and Zebadi′ah and 

Maaseiah and Shemai′ah and Jehi′el and Azari′ah. 22 Of the sons of Pashhur: Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ish′mael, and 

Nathan′ael, and Gedali′ah, and El′asah.[c] 
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23 And of the Levites: Jo′zabad and Shimei and Kelai′ah, who was Keli′ta, and Pethahi′ah and Judah and Jonah. 
24 Of the temple singers: Eli′ashib and Zac′cur.[d] 25 Of the gatekeepers: Shallum and Telem.[e] 

26 Of Israel: of the sons of Parosh: Rami′ah, Izzi′ah, Malchi′jah, Mi′jamin, and Elea′zar, and Asibias, and 

Benai′ah. 27 Of the sons of Elam: Mattani′ah and Zechari′ah, Jehi′el[f] and Abdi, and Jer′emoth and Eli′jah. 28 Of 

the sons of Zattu:[g] Elioenai,[h] Eli′ashib, Othoniah, Jer′emoth, and Zabad and Zerdaiah. 29 Of the sons of Be′bai: 

Jehoha′nan and Hana′niah and Zab′bai and Emathis. 30 Of the sons of Bani:[i] Meshul′lam,[j] Malluch,[k] Adai′ah, 

Jashub, and She′al and Jer′emoth. 31 Of the sons of Addi: Naathus and Moossias, Laccunus and Naidus, and 

Bescaspasmys and Sesthel, and Belnuus and Manasseas. 32 Of the sons of Annan, Elionas and Asaias and 

Melchias and Sabbaias and Simon Chosamaeus. 33 Of the sons of Hashum: Matte′nai and Mat′tattah and Zabad 

and Eliph′elet and Manas′seh and Shimei. 34 Of the sons of Bani: Jer′emai, Maadai,[l] Amram,[m] Jo′el, Mamdai 

and Bedei′ah and Vani′ah, Carabasion and Eli′ashib and Machnad′ebai,[n] Eliasis, Bin′nui, Elialis, Shimei, 

Shelemi′ah, Nethani′ah. Of the sons of Ezora: Shashai, Az′arel, Azael, Shemai′ah,[o] Amari′ah,[p] Joseph. 35 Of the 

sons of Nebo:[q] Mattithi′ah,[r] Zabad, Iddo, Jo′el, Benai′ah. 36 All these had married foreign women, and they 

put them away with their children. 

Ezra Reads the Law to the People 

37 The priests and the Levites and the men of Israel settled in Jerusalem and in the country. On the new moon 

of the seventh month, when the sons of Israel were in their settlements, 38 the whole multitude gathered with 

one accord into the open square before the east gate of the temple; 39 and they told Ezra the chief priest and 

reader to bring the law of Moses which had been given by the Lord God of Israel. 40 So Ezra the chief priest 

brought the law, for all the multitude, men and women, and all the priests to hear the law, on the new moon 

of the seventh month. 41 And he read aloud in the open square before the gate of the temple from early 

morning until midday, in the presence of both men and women; and all the multitude gave attention to the 

law. 42 Ezra the priest and reader of the law stood on the wooden platform which had been prepared; 43 and 

beside him stood Mattathiah, Shema, Anai′ah,[s] Azari′ah, Uri′ah, Hezeki′ah, and Ba′alsamus on his right hand, 
44 and on his left Peda′iah, Mish′ael, Malchi′jah, Lothasubus, Nabariah, and Zechari′ah. 45 Then Ezra took up the 

book of the law in the sight of the multitude, for he had the place of honor in the presence of all. 46 And when 

he opened the law, they all stood erect. And Ezra blessed the Lord God Most High, the God of hosts, the 

Almighty; 47 and all the multitude answered, “Amen.” And they lifted up their hands, and fell to the ground 

and worshiped the Lord. 48 Jeshua and Anniuth and Sherebi′ah, Jamin,[t] Akkub, Shab′bethai, Hodi′ah, 

Maaseiah[u] and Keli′ta, Azari′ah and Jo′zabad, Hanan, Pelai′ah, the Levites, taught the law of the Lord,[v] at the 

same time explaining what was read. 

49 Then Attharates[w] said to Ezra the chief priest and reader, and to the Levites who were teaching the 

multitude, and to all, 50 “This day is holy to the Lord”—now they were all weeping as they heard the law— 
51 “so go your way, eat the fat and drink the sweet, and send portions to those who have none; 52 for the day is 

holy to the Lord; and do not be sorrowful, for the Lord will exalt you.” 53 And the Levites commanded all the 

people, saying, “This day is holy; do not be sorrowful.” 54 Then they all went their way, to eat and drink and 

enjoy themselves, and to give portions to those who had none, and to make great rejoicing; 55 because they 

were inspired by the words which they had been taught. And they came together.[x] 
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Prayer of Manasseh  

Ascription of Praise 

1 O Lord Almighty, God of our fathers, of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and of their righteous posterity; 
2 thou who hast made heaven and earth with all their order;  
3 who hast shackled the sea by thy word of command, who hast confined the deep and sealed it with thy 
  terrible and glorious name; 
4 at whom all things shudder, and tremble before thy power, 
5 for thy glorious splendor cannot be borne, and the wrath of thy threat to sinners is irresistible; 
6 yet immeasurable and unsearchable is thy promised mercy, 
7 for thou art the Lord Most High, of great compassion, long-suffering, and very merciful,  and repentest over 
  the evils of men. Thou, O Lord, according to thy great goodness hast promised repentance and forgiveness 
  to those who have sinned against thee; and in the multitude of thy mercies thou hast appointed repentance 
  for sinners, that they may be saved. 
8 Therefore thou, O Lord, God of the righteous, hast not appointed repentance for the righteous, for Abraham 
  and Isaac and Jacob, who did not sin against thee, but thou hast appointed repentance for me, who am a 
  sinner. 

Confession of Sins 

9 For the sins I have committed are more in number than the sand of the sea; my transgressions are multiplied,  
  O Lord, they are multiplied! I am unworthy to look up and see the height of heaven because of the multitude 
  of my iniquities. 
10 I am weighted down with many an iron fetter, so that I am rejected because of my sins, and I have no relief; 
   for I have provoked thy wrath and have done what is evil in thy sight, setting up abominations and 
   multiplying offenses. 

Supplication for Pardon 

11 And now I bend the knee of my heart, beseeching thee for thy kindness. 
12 I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, and I know my transgressions. 
13 I earnestly beseech thee, forgive me, O Lord, forgive me! Do not destroy me with my transgressions! 
   Do not be angry with me for ever or lay up evil for me; do not condemn me to the depths of the earth. 
   For thou, O Lord, art the God of those who repent, 
14  and in me thou wilt manifest thy goodness; for, unworthy as I am, thou wilt save me in thy great mercy, 
15  and I will praise thee continually all the days of my life. For all the host of heaven sings thy praise, and thine 
    is the glory for ever. Amen. 
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2 Esdras 1 Revised Standard Version (RSV) 

The Genealogy of Ezra 

1 The second book of the prophet Ezra the son of Serai′ah, son of Azari′ah, son of Hilki′ah, son of Shallum, son 

of Zadok, son of Ahi′tub, 2 son of Ahi′jah, son of Phin′ehas, son of Eli, son of Amari′ah, son of Azari′ah, son of 

Merai′oth, son of Arna, son of Uzzi, son of Borith, son of Abishu′a, son of Phin′ehas, son of Elea′zar, 3 son of 

Aaron, of the tribe of Levi, who was a captive in the country of the Medes in the reign of Artaxerxes, king of 

the Persians. 

Ezra’s Prophetic Call 

4 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5 “Go and declare to my people their evil deeds, and to their 

children the iniquities which they have committed against me, so that they may tell their children’s children 
6 that the sins of their parents have increased in them, for they have forgotten me and have offered sacrifices 

to strange gods. 7 Was it not I who brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage? But 

they have angered me and despised my counsels. 8 Pull out the hair of your head and hurl all evils upon them, 

for they have not obeyed my law—they are a rebellious people. 9 How long shall I endure them, on whom I 

have bestowed such great benefits? 10 For their sake I have overthrown many kings: I struck down Pharaoh 

with his servants, and all his army. 11 I have destroyed all nations before them, and scattered in the east the 

people of two provinces, Tyre and Sidon; I have slain all their enemies. 

God’s Mercies to Israel 

12 “But speak to them and say, Thus says the Lord: 13 Surely it was I who brought you through the sea, and 

made safe highways for you where there was no road; I gave you Moses as leader and Aaron as priest; 14 I 

provided light for you from a pillar of fire, and did great wonders among you. Yet you have forgotten me, says 

the Lord. 

15 “Thus says the Lord Almighty: The quails were a sign to you; I gave you camps for your protection, and in 

them you complained. 16 You have not exulted in my name at the destruction of your enemies, but to this day 

you still complain. 17 Where are the benefits which I bestowed on you? When you were hungry and thirsty in 

the wilderness, did you not cry out to me, 18 saying, ‘Why hast thou led us into this wilderness to kill us? It 

would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in this wilderness.’ 19 I pitied your groanings 

and gave you manna for food; you ate the bread of angels. 20 When you were thirsty, did I not cleave the rock 

so that waters flowed in abundance? Because of the heat I covered you with the leaves of trees. 21 I divided 

fertile lands among you; I drove out the Canaanites, the Per′izzites, and the Philistines before you. What more 

can I do for you? says the Lord. 22 Thus says the Lord Almighty: When you were in the wilderness, at the bitter 

stream, thirsty and blaspheming my name, 23 I did not send fire upon you for your blasphemies, but threw a 

tree into the water and made the stream sweet. 

Israel’s Disobedience and Rejection 

24 “What shall I do to you, O Jacob? You would not obey me, O Judah. I will turn to other nations and will give 

them my name, that they may keep my statutes. 25 Because you have forsaken me, I also will forsake you. 

When you beg mercy of me, I will show you no mercy. 26 When you call upon me, I will not listen to you; for 
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you have defiled your hands with blood, and your feet are swift to commit murder. 27 It is not as though you 

had forsaken me; you have forsaken yourselves, says the Lord. 

28 “Thus says the Lord Almighty: Have I not entreated you as a father entreats his sons or a mother her 

daughters or a nurse her children, 29 that you should be my people and I should be your God, and that you 

should be my sons and I should be your father? 30 I gathered you as a hen gathers her brood under her wings. 

But now, what shall I do to you? I will cast you out from my presence. 31 When you offer oblations to me, I will 

turn my face from you; for I have rejected your feast days, and new moons, and circumcisions of the flesh. 32 I 

sent to you my servants the prophets, but you have taken and slain them and torn their bodies in pieces; their 

blood I will require of you, says the Lord. 

33 “Thus says the Lord Almighty: Your house is desolate; I will drive you out as the wind drives straw; 34 and 

your sons will have no children, because with you they have neglected my commandment and have done 

what is evil in my sight. 35 I will give your houses to a people that will come, who without having heard me will 

believe. Those to whom I have shown no signs will do what I have commanded. 36 They have seen no prophets, 

yet will recall their former state.[a] 37 I call to witness the gratitude of the people that is to come, whose 

children rejoice with gladness; though they do not see me with bodily eyes, yet with the spirit they will believe 

the things I have said. 

38 “And now, father, look with pride and see the people coming from the east; 39 to them I will give as leaders 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and Hose′a and Amos and Micah and Jo′el and Obadi′ah and Jonah 40 and Nahum 

and Hab′akkuk, Zephani′ah, Haggai, Zechari′ah and Mal′achi, who is also called the messenger of the Lord. 

2 Esdras 2  

God’s Judgment on Israel 

“Thus says the Lord: I brought this people out of bondage, and I gave them commandments through my 

servants the prophets; but they would not listen to them, and made my counsels void. 2 The mother who bore 

them says to them, ‘Go, my children, because I am a widow and forsaken. 3 I brought you up with gladness; 

but with mourning and sorrow I have lost you, because you have sinned before the Lord God and have done 

what is evil in my sight. 4 But now what can I do for you? For I am a widow and forsaken. Go, my children, and 

ask for mercy from the Lord.’ 5 I call upon you, father, as a witness in addition to the mother of the children, 

because they would not keep my covenant, 6 that you may bring confusion upon them and bring their mother 

to ruin, so that they may have no offspring. 7 Let them be scattered among the nations, let their names be 

blotted out from the earth, because they have despised my covenant. 

8 “Woe to you, Assyria, who conceal the unrighteous in your midst! O wicked nation, remember what I did to 

Sodom and Gomor′rah, 9 whose land lies in lumps of pitch and heaps of ashes. So will I do to those who have 

not listened to me, says the Lord Almighty.” 

10 Thus says the Lord to Ezra: “Tell my people that I will give them the kingdom of Jerusalem, which I was going 

to give to Israel. 11 Moreover, I will take back to myself their glory, and will give to these others the everlasting 

habitations, which I had prepared for Israel.[a] 12 The tree of life shall give them fragrant perfume, and they 

shall neither toil nor become weary. 13 Ask and you will receive; pray that your days may be few, that they may 
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be shortened. The kingdom is already prepared for you; watch! 14 Call, O call heaven and earth to witness, for I 

left out evil and created good, because I live, says the Lord. 

Exhortation to Good Works 

15 “Mother, embrace your sons; bring them up with gladness, as does the dove; establish their feet, because I 

have chosen you, says the Lord. 16 And I will raise up the dead from their places, and will bring them out from 

their tombs, because I recognize my name in them. 17 Do not fear, mother of the sons, for I have chosen you, 

says the Lord. 18 I will send you help, my servants Isaiah and Jeremiah. According to their counsel I have 

consecrated and prepared for you twelve trees loaded with various fruits, 19 and the same number of springs 

flowing with milk and honey, and seven mighty mountains on which roses and lilies grow; by these I will fill 

your children with joy. 20 Guard the rights of the widow, secure justice for the fatherless, give to the needy, 

defend the orphan, clothe the naked, 21 care for the injured and the weak, do not ridicule a lame man, protect 

the maimed, and let the blind man have a vision of my splendor. 22 Protect the old and the young within your 

walls; 23 When you find any who are dead, commit them to the grave and mark it,[b] and I will give you the first 

place in my resurrection. 24 Pause and be quiet, my people, because your rest will come. 25 Good nurse, 

nourish your sons, and strengthen their feet. 26 Not one of the servants whom I have given you will perish, for I 

will require them from among your number. 27 Do not be anxious, for when the day of tribulation and anguish 

comes, others shall weep and be sorrowful, but you shall rejoice and have abundance. 28 The nations shall 

envy you but they shall not be able to do anything against you, says the Lord. 29 My hands will cover you, that 

your sons may not see Gehenna. 30 Rejoice, O mother, with your sons, because I will deliver you, says the Lord. 
31 Remember your sons that sleep, because I will bring them out of the hiding places of the earth, and will 

show mercy to them; for I am merciful, says the Lord Almighty. 32 Embrace your children until I come, and 

proclaim mercy to them; because my springs run over, and my grace will not fail.” 

Ezra on Mount Horeb 

33 I, Ezra, received a command from the Lord on Mount Horeb to go to Israel. When I came to them they 

rejected me and refused the Lord’s commandment. 34 Therefore I say to you, O nations that hear and 

understand, “Await your shepherd; he will give you everlasting rest, because he who will come at the end of 

the age is close at hand. 35 Be ready for the rewards of the kingdom, because the eternal light will shine upon 

you for evermore. 36 Flee from the shadow of this age, receive the joy of your glory; I publicly call on my Savior 

to witness.[c] 37 Receive what the Lord has entrusted to you and be joyful, giving thanks to him who has called 

you to heavenly kingdoms. 38 Rise and stand, and see at the feast of the Lord the number of those who have 

been sealed. 39 Those who have departed from the shadow of this age have received glorious garments from 

the Lord. 40 Take again your full number, O Zion, and conclude the list of your people who are clothed in white, 

who have fulfilled the law of the Lord. 41 The number of your children, whom you desired, is full; beseech the 

Lord’s power that your people, who have been called from the beginning, may be made holy.” 

Ezra Sees the Son of God 

42 I, Ezra, saw on Mount Zion a great multitude, which I could not number, and they all were praising the Lord 

with songs. 43 In their midst was a young man of great stature, taller than any of the others, and on the head of 

each of them he placed a crown, but he was more exalted than they. And I was held spellbound. 44 Then I 

asked an angel, “Who are these, my lord?” 45 He answered and said to me, “These are they who have put off 
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mortal clothing and have put on the immortal, and they have confessed the name of God; now they are being 

crowned, and receive palms.” 46 Then I said to the angel, “Who is that young man who places crowns on them 

and puts palms in their hands?” 47 He answered and said to me, “He is the Son of God, whom they confessed in 

the world.” So I began to praise those who had stood valiantly for the name of the Lord. 48 Then the angel said 

to me, “Go, tell my people how great and many are the wonders of the Lord God which you have seen.” 

2 Esdras 3 

Ezra’s Prayer of Complaint 

In the thirtieth year after the destruction of our city, I Salathiel, who am also called Ezra, was in Babylon. I was 

troubled as I lay on my bed, and my thoughts welled up in my heart, 2 because I saw the desolation of Zion and 

the wealth of those who lived in Babylon. 3 My spirit was greatly agitated, and I began to speak anxious words 

to the Most High, and said, 4 “O sovereign Lord, didst thou not speak at the beginning when thou didst form 

the earth—and that without help—and didst command the dust[a] 5 and it gave[b] thee Adam, a lifeless body? 

Yet he was the workmanship of thy hands, and thou didst breathe into him the breath of life, and he was 

made alive in thy presence. 6 And thou didst lead him into the garden which thy right hand had planted before 

the earth appeared. 7 And thou didst lay upon him one commandment of thine; but he transgressed it, and 

immediately thou didst appoint death for him and for his descendants. From him there sprang nations and 

tribes, peoples and clans, without number. 8 And every nation walked after its own will and did ungodly things 

before thee and scorned thee, and thou didst not hinder them. 9 But again, in its time thou didst bring the 

flood upon the inhabitants of the world and destroy them. 10 And the same fate befell them: as death came 

upon Adam, so the flood upon them. 11 But thou didst leave one of them, Noah with his household, and all the 

righteous who have descended from him. 

12 “When those who dwelt on earth began to multiply, they produced children and peoples and many nations, 

and again they began to be more ungodly than were their ancestors. 13 And when they were committing 

iniquity before thee, thou didst choose for thyself one of them, whose name was Abraham; 14 and thou didst 

love him, and to him only didst thou reveal the end of the times, secretly by night. 15 Thou didst make with him 

an everlasting covenant, and promise him that thou wouldst never forsake his descendants; and thou gavest 

to him Isaac, and to Isaac thou gavest Jacob and Esau. 16 And thou didst set apart Jacob for thyself, but Esau 

thou didst reject; and Jacob became a great multitude. 17 And when thou didst lead his descendants out of 

Egypt, thou didst bring them to Mount Sinai. 18 Thou didst bend down the heavens and shake[c] the earth, and 

move the world, and make the depths to tremble, and trouble the times. 19 And thy glory passed through the 

four gates of fire and earthquake and wind and ice, to give the law to the descendants of Jacob, and thy 

commandment to the posterity of Israel. 

20 “Yet thou didst not take away from them their evil heart, so that thy law might bring forth fruit in them. 
21 For the first Adam, burdened with an evil heart, transgressed and was overcome, as were also all who were 

descended from him. 22 Thus the disease became permanent; the law was in the people’s heart along with the 

evil root, but what was good departed, and the evil remained. 23 So the times passed and the years were 

completed, and thou didst raise up for thyself a servant, named David. 24 And thou didst command him to 

build a city for thy name, and in it to offer thee oblations from what is thine. 25 This was done for many years; 

but the inhabitants of the city transgressed, 26 in everything doing as Adam and all his descendants had done, 

for they also had the evil heart. 27 So thou didst deliver the city into the hands of thy enemies. 
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Babylon Compared with Zion 

28 “Then I said in my heart, Are the deeds of those who inhabit Babylon any better? Is that why she has gained 

dominion over Zion? 29 For when I came here I saw ungodly deeds without number, and my soul has seen 

many sinners during these thirty years.[d] And my heart failed me, 30 for I have seen how thou dost endure 

those who sin, and hast spared those who act wickedly, and hast destroyed thy people, and hast preserved thy 

enemies, 31 and hast not shown to any one how thy way may be comprehended.[e] Are the deeds of Babylon 

better than those of Zion? 32 Or has another nation known thee besides Israel? Or what tribes have so believed 

thy covenants as these tribes of Jacob? 33 Yet their reward has not appeared and their labor has borne no fruit. 

For I have traveled widely among the nations and have seen that they abound in wealth, though they are 

unmindful of thy commandments. 34 Now therefore weigh in a balance our iniquities and those of the 

inhabitants of the world; and so it will be found which way the turn of the scale will incline. 35 When have the 

inhabitants of the earth not sinned in thy sight? Or what nation has kept thy commandments so well? 36 Thou 

mayest indeed find individual men who have kept thy commandments, but nations thou wilt not find.” 

2 Esdras 4  

Limitations of the Human Mind 

Then the angel that had been sent to me, whose name was U′riel, answered 2 and said to me, “Your 

understanding has utterly failed regarding this world, and do you think you can comprehend the way of the 

Most High?” 3 Then I said, “Yes, my lord.” And he replied to me, “I have been sent to show you three ways, and 

to put before you three problems. 4 If you can solve one of them for me, I also will show you the way you 

desire to see, and will teach you why the heart is evil.” 

5 I said, “Speak on, my lord.” And he said to me, “Go, weigh for me the weight of fire, or measure for me a 

measure[a] of wind, or call back for me the day that is past.” 6 I answered and said, “Who of those that have 

been born can do this, that you ask me concerning these things?” 

7 And he said to me, “If I had asked you, ‘How many dwellings are in the heart of the sea, or how many streams 

are at the source of the deep, or how many streams are above the firmament, or which are the exits of hell, or 

which are the entrances[b] of paradise?’ 8 Perhaps you would have said to me, ‘I never went down into the 

deep, nor as yet into hell, neither did I ever ascend into heaven.’ 9 But now I have asked you only about fire 

and wind and the day, things through which you have passed and without which you cannot exist,[c] and you 

have given me no answer about them!” 10 And he said to me, “You cannot understand the things with which 

you have grown up; 11 how then can your mind comprehend the way of the Most High? And how can one who 

is already worn out[d] by the corrupt world understand incorruption?”[e] When I heard this, I fell on my face[f] 
12 and said to him, “It would be better for us not to be here than to come here and live in ungodliness, and to 

suffer and not understand why.” 

Parable of the Forest and the Sea 

13 He answered me and said, “I went into a forest of trees of the plain, and they made a plan 14 and said, 

‘Come, let us go and make war against the sea, that it may recede before us, and that we may make for 

ourselves more forests.’ 15 And in like manner the waves of the sea also made a plan and said, ‘Come, let us go 

up and subdue the forest of the plain so that there also we may gain more territory for ourselves.’ 16 But the 
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plan of the forest was in vain, for the fire came and consumed it; 17 likewise also the plan of the waves of the 

sea, for the sand stood firm and stopped them. 18 If now you were a judge between them, which would you 

undertake to justify, and which to condemn?” 

19 I answered and said, “Each has made a foolish plan, for the land is assigned to the forest, and to the sea is 

assigned a place to carry its waves.” 

20 He answered me and said, “You have judged rightly, but why have you not judged so in your own case? 
21 For as the land is assigned to the forest and the sea to its waves, so also those who dwell upon earth can 

understand only what is on the earth, and he who is above the heavens can understand what is above the 

height of the heavens.” 

The New Age Will Make All Things Clear 

22 Then I answered and said, “I beseech you, my lord, why[g] have I been endowed with the power of 

understanding? 23 For I did not wish to inquire about the ways above, but about those things which we daily 

experience: why Israel has been given over to the Gentiles as a reproach; why the people whom you loved has 

been given over to godless tribes, and the law of our fathers has been made of no effect and the written 

covenants no longer exist; 24 and why we pass from the world like locusts, and our life is like a mist,[h] and we 

are not worthy to obtain mercy. 25 But what will he do for his name, by which we are called? It is about these 

things that I have asked.” 

26 He answered me and said, “If you are alive, you will see, and if you live long,[i] you will often marvel, because 

the age is hastening swiftly to its end. 27 For it will not be able to bring the things that have been promised to 

the righteous in their appointed times, because this age is full of sadness and infirmities. 28 For the evil about 

which[j] you ask me has been sown, but the harvest of it has not yet come. 29 If therefore that which has been 

sown is not reaped, and if the place where the evil has been sown does not pass away, the field where the 

good has been sown will not come. 30 For a grain of evil seed was sown in Adam’s heart from the beginning, 

and how much ungodliness it has produced until now, and will produce until the time of threshing comes! 
31 Consider now for yourself how much fruit of ungodliness a grain of evil seed has produced. 32 When heads of 

grain without number are sown, how great a threshing floor they will fill!” 

When Will the New Age Come? 

33 Then I answered and said, “How long[k] and when will these things be? Why are our years few and evil?” 
34 He answered me and said, “You do not hasten faster than the Most High, for your haste is for yourself,[l] but 

the Highest hastens on behalf of many. 35 Did not the souls of the righteous in their chambers ask about these 

matters, saying, ‘How long are we to remain here?[m] And when will come the harvest of our reward?’ 36 And 

Jeremiel the archangel answered them and said, ‘When the number of those like yourselves is completed;[n] 

for he has weighed the age in the balance, 37 and measured the times by measure, and numbered the times by 

number; and he will not move or arouse them until that measure is fulfilled.’” 

38 Then I answered and said, “O sovereign Lord, but all of us also are full of ungodliness. 39 And it is perhaps on 

account of us that the time of threshing is delayed for the righteous—on account of the sins of those who 

dwell on earth.” 40 He answered me and said, “Go and ask a woman who is with child if, when her nine months 

have been completed, her womb can keep the child within her any longer.” 
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41 And I said, “No, lord, it cannot.” And he said to me, “In Hades the chambers of the souls are like the womb. 
42 For just as a woman who is in travail makes haste to escape the pangs of birth, so also do these places 

hasten to give back those things that were committed to them from the beginning. 43 Then the things that you 

desire to see will be disclosed to you.” 

How Much Time Remains? 

44 I answered and said, “If I have found favor in your sight, and if it is possible, and if I am worthy, 45 show me 

this also: whether more time is to come than has passed, or whether for us the greater part has gone by. 46 For 

I know what has gone by, but I do not know what is to come.” 47 And he said to me, “Stand at my right side, 

and I will show you the interpretation of a parable.” 48 So I stood and looked, and behold, a flaming furnace 

passed by before me, and when the flame had gone by I looked, and behold, the smoke remained. 49 And after 

this a cloud full of water passed before me and poured down a heavy and violent rain, and when the rainstorm 

had passed, drops remained in the cloud. 

50 And he said to me, “Consider it for yourself; for as the rain is more than the drops, and the fire is greater 

than the smoke, so the quantity that passed was far greater; but drops and smoke remained.” 51 Then I prayed 

and said, “Do you think that I shall live until those days? Or who will be alive in those days?” 52 He answered 

me and said, “Concerning the signs about which you ask me, I can tell you in part; but I was not sent to tell you 

concerning your life, for I do not know. 

2 Esdras 5  

Signs of the End 

“Now concerning the signs: behold, the days are coming when those who dwell on earth shall be seized with 

great terror,[a] and the way of truth shall be hidden, and the land shall be barren of faith. 2 And 

unrighteousness shall be increased beyond what you yourself see, and beyond what you heard of formerly. 
3 And the land which you now see ruling shall be waste and untrodden,[b] and men shall see it desolate. 4 But if 

the Most High grants that you live, you shall see it thrown into confusion after the third period;[c] 

and the sun shall suddenly shine forth at night, 

    and the moon during the day. 
5 Blood shall drip from wood, 

    and the stone shall utter its voice; 

the peoples shall be troubled, 

    and the stars shall fall.[d] 

6 And one shall reign whom those who dwell on earth do not expect, and the birds shall fly away together; 
7 and the sea of Sodom shall cast up fish; and one whom the many do not know shall make his voice heard by 

night, and all shall hear his voice.[e] 8 There shall be chaos also in many places, and fire shall often break out, 

and the wild beasts shall roam beyond their haunts, and menstruous women shall bring forth monsters. 9 And 

salt waters shall be found in the sweet, and all friends shall conquer one another; then shall reason hide itself, 

and wisdom shall withdraw into its chamber, 10 and it shall be sought by many but shall not be found, and 

unrighteousness and unrestraint shall increase on earth. 11 And one country shall ask its neighbor, ‘Has 

righteousness, or any one who does right, passed through you?’ And it will answer, ‘No.’ 12 And at that time 
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men shall hope but not obtain; they shall labor but their ways shall not prosper. 13 These are the signs which I 

am permitted to tell you, and if you pray again, and weep as you do now, and fast for seven days, you shall 

hear yet greater things than these.” 

Conclusion of the Vision 

14 Then I awoke, and my body shuddered violently, and my soul was so troubled that it fainted. 15 But the angel 

who had come and talked with me held me and strengthened me and set me on my feet. 16 Now on the 

second night Phaltiel, a chief of the people, came to me and said, “Where have you been? And why is your 

face sad? 17 Or do you not know that Israel has been entrusted to you in the land of their exile? 18 Rise 

therefore and eat some bread, so that you may not forsake us, like a shepherd who leaves his flock in the 

power of cruel wolves.” 

19 Then I said to him, “Depart from me and do not come near me for seven days, and then you may come to 

me.” He heard what I said and left me. 20 So I fasted seven days, mourning and weeping, as U′riel the angel had 

commanded me. 

Ezra’s Second Prayer of Complaint 

21 And after seven days the thoughts of my heart were very grievous to me again. 22 Then my soul recovered 

the spirit of understanding, and I began once more to speak words in the presence of the Most High. 23 And I 

said, “O sovereign Lord, from every forest of the earth and from all its trees thou hast chosen one vine, 24 and 

from all the lands of the world thou hast chosen for thyself one region,[f] and from all the flowers of the world 

thou hast chosen for thyself one lily, 25 and from all the depths of the sea thou hast filled for thyself one river, 

and from all the cities that have been built thou hast consecrated Zion for thyself, 26 and from all the birds that 

have been created thou hast named for thyself one dove, and from all the flocks that have been made thou 

hast provided for thyself one sheep, 27 and from all the multitude of peoples thou hast gotten for thyself one 

people; and to this people, whom thou hast loved, thou hast given the law which is approved by all. 28 And 

now, O Lord, why hast thou given over the one to the many, and dishonored[g] the one root beyond the 

others, and scattered thine only one among the many? 29 And those who opposed thy promises have trodden 

down those who believed thy covenants. 30 If thou dost really hate thy people, they should be punished at thy 

own hands.” 

Response to Ezra’s Complaints 

31 When I had spoken these words, the angel who had come to me on a previous night was sent to me, 32 and 

he said to me, “Listen to me, and I will instruct you; pay attention to me, and I will tell you more.” 33 And I said, 

“Speak, my lord.” And he said to me, “Are you greatly disturbed in mind over Israel?[h] Or do you love him 

more than his Maker does?” 34 And I said, “No, my lord, but because of my grief I have spoken; for every hour I 

suffer agonies of heart, while I strive to understand the way of the Most High and to search out part of his 

judgment.” 35 And he said to me, “You cannot.” And I said, “Why not, my lord? Why then was I born? Or why 

did not my mother’s womb become my grave, that I might not see the travail of Jacob and the exhaustion of 

the people of Israel?” 36 He said to me, “Count up for me those who have not yet come, and gather for me the 

scattered raindrops, and make the withered flowers bloom again for me; 37 open for me the closed chambers, 

and bring forth for me the winds shut up in them, or show me the picture of a voice; and then I will explain to 

you the travail that you ask to understand.”[i] 
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38 And I said, “O sovereign Lord, who is able to know these things except he whose dwelling is not with men? 
39 As for me, I am without wisdom, and how can I speak concerning the things which thou hast asked me?” 
40 He said to me, “Just as you cannot do one of the things that were mentioned, so you cannot discover my 

judgment, or the goal of the love that I have promised my people.” 

Why Successive Generations Have Been Created 

41 And I said, “Yet behold, O Lord, thou dost have charge of those who are alive at the end, but what will those 

do who were before us, or we, or those who come after us?” 42 He said to me, “I shall liken my judgment to a 

circle;[j] just as for those who are last there is no slowness, so for those who are first there is no haste.” 43 Then 

I answered and said, “Couldst thou not have created at one time those who have been and those who are and 

those who will be, that thou mightest show thy judgment the sooner?” 

44 He replied to me and said, “The creation cannot make more haste than the Creator, neither can the world 

hold at one time those who have been created in it.” 45 And I said, “How hast thou said to thy servant that 

thou[k] wilt certainly give life at one time to thy creation? If therefore all creatures will live at one time[l] and 

the creation will sustain them, it might even now be able to support all of them present at one time.” 

46 He said to me, “Ask a woman’s womb, and say to it, ‘If you bear ten[m] children, why one after another?’ 

Request it therefore to produce ten at one time.” 47 I said, “Of course it cannot, but only each in its own time.” 
48 He said to me, “Even so have I given the womb of the earth to those who from time to time are sown in it. 
49 For as an infant does not bring forth, and a woman who has become old does not bring forth any longer, so 

have I organized the world which I created.” 

When and How Will the End Come? 

50 Then I inquired and said, “Since thou hast now given me the opportunity, let me speak before thee. Is our 

mother, of whom thou hast told me, still young? Or is she now approaching old age?” 51 He replied to me, “Ask 

a woman who bears children, and she will tell you. 52 Say to her, “Why are those whom you have borne 

recently not like those whom you bore before, but smaller in stature?‘ 53 And she herself will answer you, 

‘Those born in the strength of youth are different from those born during the time of old age, when the womb 

is failing.’ 54 Therefore you also should consider that you and your contemporaries are smaller in stature than 

those who were before you, 55 and those who come after you will be smaller than you, as born of a creation 

which already is aging and passing the strength of youth.” 56 And I said, “O Lord, I beseech thee, if I have found 

favor in thy sight, show thy servant through whom thou dost visit thy creation.” 

2 Esdras 6  

And he said to me, “At the beginning of the circle of the earth,[a] before the portals of the world were in place, 

and before the assembled winds blew, 2 and before the rumblings of thunder sounded, and before the flashes 

of lightning shone, and before the foundations of paradise were laid, 3 and before the beautiful flowers were 

seen, and before the powers of movement[b] were established, and before the innumerable hosts of angels 

were gathered together, 4 and before the heights of the air were lifted up, and before the measures of the 

firmaments were named, and before the footstool of Zion was established, 5 and before the present years 

were reckoned; and before the imaginations of those who now sin were estranged, and before those who 
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stored up treasures of faith were sealed— 6 then I planned these things, and they were made through me and 

not through another, just as the end shall come through me and not through another.” 

The Dividing of the Times 

7 And I answered and said, “What will be the dividing of the times? Or when will be the end of the first age and 

the beginning of the age that follows?” 

8 He said to me, “From Abraham to Isaac,[c] because from him were born Jacob and Esau, for Jacob’s hand held 

Esau’s heel from the beginning. 9 For Esau is the end of this age, and Jacob is the beginning of the age that 

follows. 10 For the beginning of a man is his hand, and the end of a man is his heel;[d] between the heel and the 

hand seek for nothing else, Ezra!” 

More Signs of the End 

11 I answered and said, “O sovereign Lord, if I have found favor in thy sight, 12 show thy servant the end of thy 

signs which thou didst show me in part on a previous night.” 13 He answered and said to me, “Rise to your feet 

and you will hear a full, resounding voice. 14 And if the place where you are standing is greatly shaken 15 while 

the voice is speaking, do not be terrified; because the word concerns the end, and the foundations of the 

earth will understand 16 that the speech concerns them. They will tremble and be shaken, for they know that 

their end must be changed.” 

17 When I heard this, I rose to my feet and listened, and behold, a voice was speaking, and its sound was like 

the sound of many waters. 18 And it said, “Behold, the days are coming, and it shall be that when I draw near 

to visit the inhabitants of the earth, 19 and when I require from the doers of iniquity the penalty of their 

iniquity, and when the humiliation of Zion is complete, 20 and when the seal is placed upon the age which is 

about to pass away, then I will show these signs: the books shall be opened before the firmament, and all shall 

see it together. 21 Infants a year old shall speak with their voices, and women with child shall give birth to 

premature children at three or four months, and these shall live and dance. 22 Sown places shall suddenly 

appear unsown, and full storehouses shall suddenly be found to be empty; 23 and the trumpet shall sound 

aloud, and when all hear it, they shall suddenly be terrified. 24 At that time friends shall make war on friends 

like enemies, and the earth and those who inhabit it shall be terrified, and the springs of the fountains shall 

stand still, so that for three hours they shall not flow. 

25 “And it shall be that whoever remains after all that I have foretold to you shall himself be saved and shall see 

my salvation and the end of my world. 26 And they shall see the men who were taken up, who from their birth 

have not tasted death; and the heart of the earth’s[e] inhabitants shall be changed and converted to a different 

spirit. 27 For evil shall be blotted out, and deceit shall be quenched; 28 faithfulness shall flourish, and corruption 

shall be overcome, and the truth, which has been so long without fruit, shall be revealed.” 

Conclusion of the Second Vision 

29 While he spoke to me, behold, little by little the place where I was standing began to rock to and fro.[f] 
30 And he said to me, “I have come to show you these things this night.[g] 31 If therefore you will pray again 

and fast again for seven days, I will again declare to you greater things than these,[h] 32 because your voice has 

surely been heard before the Most High; for the Mighty One has seen your uprightness and has also observed 

the purity which you have maintained from your youth. 33 Therefore he sent me to show you all these things, 
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and to say to you: ‘Believe and do not be afraid! 34 Do not be quick to think vain thoughts concerning the 

former times, lest you be hasty concerning the last times.’” 

The Third Vision 

35 Now after this I wept again and fasted seven days as before, in order to complete the three weeks as I had 

been told. 36 And on the eighth night my heart was troubled within me again, and I began to speak in the 

presence of the Most High. 37 For my spirit was greatly aroused, and my soul was in distress. 

God’s Work in Creation 

38 I said, “O Lord, thou didst speak at the beginning of creation, and didst say on the first day, ‘Let heaven and 

earth be made,’ and thy word accomplished the work. 39 And then the Spirit was hovering, and darkness and 

silence embraced everything; the sound of man’s voice was not yet there.[i] 40 Then thou didst command that a 

ray of light be brought forth from thy treasuries, so that thy works might then appear. 41 “Again, on the second 

day, thou didst create the spirit of the firmament, and didst command him to divide and separate the waters, 

that one part might move upward and the other part remain beneath. 

42 “On the third day thou didst command the waters to be gathered together in the seventh part of the earth; 

six parts thou didst dry up and keep so that some of them might be planted and cultivated and be of service 

before thee. 43 For thy word went forth, and at once the work was done. 44 For immediately fruit came forth in 

endless abundance and of varied appeal to the taste; and flowers of inimitable color; and odors of 

inexpressible fragrance. These were made on the third day. 

45 “On the fourth day thou didst command the brightness of the sun, the light of the moon, and the 

arrangement of the stars to come into being; 46 and thou didst command them to serve man, who was about 

to be formed. 

47 “On the fifth day thou didst command the seventh part, where the water had been gathered together, to 

bring forth living creatures, birds, and fishes; and so it was done. 48 The dumb and lifeless water produced 

living creatures, as it was commanded,[j] that therefore the nations might declare thy wondrous works. 

49 “Then thou didst keep in existence two living creatures;[k] the name of one thou didst call Be′hemoth and 

the name of the other Levi′athan. 50 And thou didst separate one from the other, for the seventh part where 

the water had been gathered together could not hold them both. 51 And thou didst give Be′hemoth one of the 

parts which had been dried up on the third day, to live in it, where there are a thousand mountains; 52 but to 

Levi′athan thou didst give the seventh part, the watery part; and thou hast kept them to be eaten by whom 

thou wilt, and when thou wilt. 

53 “On the sixth day thou didst command the earth to bring forth before thee cattle, beasts, and creeping 

things; 54 and over these thou didst place Adam, as ruler over all the works which thou hadst made; and from 

him we have all come, the people whom thou hast chosen. 

Why Do God’s People Suffer? 

55 “All this I have spoken before thee, O Lord, because thou hast said that it was for us that thou didst create 

this world.[l] 56 As for the other nations which have descended from Adam, thou hast said that they are 

nothing, and that they are like spittle, and thou hast compared their abundance to a drop from a bucket. 
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57 And now, O Lord, behold, these nations, which are reputed as nothing, domineer over us and devour us. 
58 But we thy people, whom thou hast called thy first-born, only begotten, zealous for thee,[m] and most dear, 

have been given into their hands. 59 If the world has indeed been created for us, why do we not possess our 

world as an inheritance? How long will this be so?” 

2 Esdras 7  

Response to Ezra’s Questions 

When I had finished speaking these words, the angel who had been sent to me on the former nights was sent 

to me again, 2 and he said to me, “Rise, Ezra, and listen to the words that I have come to speak to you.” 

3 I said, “Speak, my lord.” And he said to me, “There is a sea set in a wide expanse so that it is broad[a] and vast, 
4 but it has an entrance set in a narrow place, so that it is like a river. 5 If any one, then, wishes to reach the 

sea, to look at it or to navigate it, how can he come to the broad part unless he passes through the narrow 

part? 6 Another example: There is a city built and set on a plain, and it is full of all good things; 7 but the 

entrance to it is narrow and set in a precipitous place, so that there is fire on the right hand and deep water on 

the left; 8 and there is only one path lying between them, that is, between the fire and the water, so that only 

one man can walk upon that path. 9 If now that city is given to a man for an inheritance, how will the heir 

receive his inheritance unless he passes through the danger set before him?” 

10 I said, “He cannot, lord.” And he said to me, “So also is Israel’s portion. 11 For I made the world for their sake, 

and when Adam transgressed my statutes, what had been made was judged. 12 And so the entrances of this 

world were made narrow and sorrowful and toilsome; they are few and evil, full of dangers and involved in 

great hardships. 13 But the entrances of the greater world are broad and safe, and really yield the fruit of 

immortality. 14 Therefore unless the living pass through the difficult and vain experiences, they can never 

receive those things that have been reserved for them. 15 But now why are you disturbed, seeing that you are 

to perish? And why are you moved, seeing that you are mortal? 16 And why have you not considered in your 

mind what is to come, rather than what is now present?” 

The Fate of the Ungodly 

17 Then I answered and said, “O sovereign Lord, behold, thou hast ordained in thy law that the righteous shall 

inherit these things, but that the ungodly shall perish. 18 The righteous therefore can endure difficult 

circumstances while hoping for easier ones; but those who have done wickedly have suffered the difficult 

circumstances and will not see the easier ones.” 19 And he said to me, “You are not a better judge than God, or 

wiser than the Most High! 20 Let many perish who are now living, rather than that the law of God which is set 

before them be disregarded! 21 For God strictly commanded those who came into the world, when they came, 

what they should do to live, and what they should observe to avoid punishment. 22 Nevertheless they were not 

obedient, and spoke against him; 

they devised for themselves vain thoughts, 
23  and proposed to themselves wicked frauds; they even declared that the Most High does not exist, 

    and they ignored his ways! 24 They scorned his law, 

    and denied his covenants; 
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they have been unfaithful to his statutes, 

    and have not performed his works. 

The Temporary Messianic Kingdom 

25 “Therefore, Ezra, empty things are for the empty, and full things are for the full. 26 For behold, the time will 

come, when the signs which I have foretold to you will come to pass, that the city which now is not seen shall 

appear,[b] and the land which now is hidden shall be disclosed. 27 And every one who has been delivered from 

the evils that I have foretold shall see my wonders. 28 For my son the Messiah[c] shall be revealed with those 

who are with him, and those who remain shall rejoice four hundred years. 29 And after these years my son the 

Messiah shall die, and all who draw human breath. 30 And the world shall be turned back to primeval silence 

for seven days, as it was at the first beginnings; so that no one shall be left. 31 And after seven days the world, 

which is not yet awake, shall be roused, and that which is corruptible shall perish. 32 And the earth shall give up 

those who are asleep in it, and the dust those who dwell silently in it; and the chambers shall give up the souls 

which have been committed to them. 33 And the Most High shall be revealed upon the seat of judgment, and 

compassion shall pass away, and patience shall be withdrawn;[d] 34 but only judgment shall remain, truth shall 

stand, and faithfulness shall grow strong. 35 And recompense shall follow, and the reward shall be manifested; 

righteous deeds shall awake, and unrighteous deeds shall not sleep.[e] 36 Then the pit[f] of torment shall appear, 

and opposite it shall be the place of rest; and the furnace of hell[g] shall be disclosed, and opposite it the 

paradise of delight. 37 Then the Most High will say to the nations that have been raised from the dead, ‘Look 

now, and understand whom you have denied, whom you have not served, whose commandments you have 

despised! 38 Look on this side and on that; here are delight and rest, and there are fire and torments!’ Thus he 

will[h] speak to them on the day of judgment— 39 a day that has no sun or moon or stars, 40 or cloud or thunder 

or lightning or wind or water or air, or darkness or evening or morning, 41 or summer or spring or heat or 

winter[i] or frost or cold or hail or rain or dew, 42 or noon or night, or dawn or shining or brightness or light, but 

only the splendor of the glory of the Most High, by which all shall see what has been determined for them. 
43 For it will last for about a week of years. 44 This is my judgment and its prescribed order; and to you alone 

have I shown these things.” 

Only a Few Will Be Saved 

45 I answered and said, “O sovereign Lord, I said then and I say now:[j] Blessed are those who are alive and keep 

thy commandments! 46 But what of those for whom I prayed? For who among the living is there that has not 

sinned, or who among men that has not transgressed thy covenant? 47 And now I see that the world to come 

will bring delight to few, but torments to many. 48 For an evil heart has grown up in us, which has alienated us 

from God,[k] and has brought us into corruption and the ways of death, and has shown us the paths of 

perdition and removed us far from life—and that not just a few of us but almost all who have been created!” 

49 He answered me and said, “Listen to me, Ezra,[l] and I will instruct you, and will admonish you yet again. 
50 For this reason the Most High has made not one world but two. 51 For whereas you have said that the 

righteous are not many but few, while the ungodly abound, hear the explanation for this. 52 “If you have just a 

few precious stones, will you add to them lead and clay?”[m] 53 I said, “Lord, how could that be?” 

54 And he said to me, “Not only that, but ask the earth and she will tell you; defer to her, and she will declare it 

to you. 55 Say to her, ‘You produce gold and silver and brass, and also iron and lead and clay; 56 but silver is 
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more abundant than gold, and brass than silver, and iron than brass, and lead than iron, and clay than lead.’ 
57 Judge therefore which things are precious and desirable, those that are abundant or those that are rare?” 
58 I said, “O sovereign Lord, what is plentiful is of less worth, for what is more rare is more precious.” 

59 He answered me and said, “Weigh within yourself[n] what you have thought, for he who has what is hard to 

get rejoices more than he who has what is plentiful. 60 So also will be the judgment[o] which I have promised; 

for I will rejoice over the few who shall be saved, because it is they who have made my glory to prevail now, 

and through them my name has now been honored. 61 And I will not grieve over the multitude of those who 

perish; for it is they who are now like a mist, and are similar to a flame and smoke—they are set on fire and 

burn hotly, and are extinguished.” 

Lamentation of Ezra, with Response 

62 I replied and said, “O earth, what have you brought forth, if the mind is made out of the dust like the other 

created things! 63 For it would have been better if the dust itself had not been born, so that the mind might 

not have been made from it. 64 But now the mind grows with us, and therefore we are tormented, because we 

perish and know it. 65 Let the human race lament, but let the beasts of the field be glad; let all who have been 

born lament, but let the four-footed beasts and the flocks rejoice! 66 For it is much better with them than with 

us; for they do not look for a judgment, nor do they know of any torment or salvation promised to them after 

death. 67 For what does it profit us that we shall be preserved alive but cruelly tormented? 68 For all who have 

been born are involved in iniquities, and are full of sins and burdened with transgressions. 69 And if we were 

not to come into judgment after death, perhaps it would have been better for us.” 

70 He answered me and said, “When the Most High made the world and Adam and all who have come from 

him, he first prepared the judgment and the things that pertain to the judgment. 71 And now understand from 

your own words, for you have said that the mind grows with us. 72 For this reason, therefore, those who dwell 

on earth shall be tormented, because though they had understanding they committed iniquity, and though 

they received the commandments they did not keep them, and though they obtained the law they dealt 

unfaithfully with what they received. 73 What, then, will they have to say in the judgment, or how will they 

answer in the last times? 74 For how long the time is that the Most High has been patient with those who 

inhabit the world, and not for their sake, but because of the times which he has foreordained!” 

State of the Dead before Judgment 

75 I answered and said, “If I have found favor in thy sight, O Lord, show this also to thy servant: whether after 

death, as soon as every one of us yields up his soul, we shall be kept in rest until those times come when thou 

wilt renew the creation, or whether we shall be tormented at once?” 

76 He answered me and said, “I will show you that also, but do not be associated with those who have shown 

scorn, nor number yourself among those who are tormented. 77 For you have a treasure of works laid up with 

the Most High; but it will not be shown to you until the last times. 78 Now, concerning death, the teaching is: 

When the decisive decree has gone forth from the Most High that a man shall die, as the spirit leaves the body 

to return again to him who gave it, first of all it adores the glory of the Most High. 79 And if it is one of those 

who have shown scorn and have not kept the way of the Most High, and who have despised his law, and who 

have hated those who fear God— 80 such spirits shall not enter into habitations, but shall immediately wander 

about in torments, ever grieving and sad, in seven ways. 81 The first way, because they have scorned the law of 
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the Most High. 82 The second way, because they cannot now make a good repentance that they may live. 
83 The third way, they shall see the reward laid up for those who have trusted the covenants of the Most High. 
84 The fourth way, they shall consider the torment laid up for themselves in the last days. 85 The fifth way, they 

shall see how the habitations of the others are guarded by angels in profound quiet. 86 The sixth way, they 

shall see how some of them will pass over[p] into torments. 87 The seventh way, which is worse[q] than all the 

ways that have been mentioned, because they shall utterly waste away in confusion and be consumed with 

shame,[r] and shall wither with fear at seeing the glory of the Most High before whom they sinned while they 

were alive, and before whom they are to be judged in the last times. 

88 “Now this is the order of those who have kept the ways of the Most High, when they shall be separated 

from their mortal body.[s] 89 During the time that they lived in it,[t] they laboriously served the Most High, and 

withstood danger every hour, that they might keep the law of the Lawgiver perfectly. 90 Therefore this is the 

teaching concerning them: 91 First of all, they shall see with great joy the glory of him who receives them, for 

they shall have rest in seven orders. 92 The first order, because they have striven with great effort to overcome 

the evil thought which was formed with them, that it might not lead them astray from life into death. 93 The 

second order, because they see the perplexity in which the souls of the ungodly wander, and the punishment 

that awaits them. 94 The third order, they see the witness which he who formed them bears concerning them, 

that while they were alive they kept the law which was given them in trust. 95 The fourth order, they 

understand the rest which they now enjoy, being gathered into their chambers and guarded by angels in 

profound quiet, and the glory which awaits them in the last days. 96 The fifth order, they rejoice that they have 

now escaped what is corruptible, and shall inherit what is to come; and besides they see the straits and toil[u] 

from which they have been delivered, and the spacious liberty which they are to receive and enjoy in 

immortality. 97 The sixth order, when it is shown to them how their face is to shine like the sun, and how they 

are to be made like the light of the stars, being incorruptible from then on. 98 The seventh order, which is 

greater than all that have been mentioned, because they shall rejoice with boldness, and shall be confident 

without confusion, and shall be glad without fear, for they hasten to behold the face of him whom they served 

in life and from whom they are to receive their reward when glorified. 99 This is the order of the souls of the 

righteous, as henceforth is announced;[v] and the aforesaid are the ways of torment which those who would 

not give heed shall suffer hereafter.” 

100 I answered and said, “Will time therefore be given to the souls, after they have been separated from the 

bodies, to see what you have described to me?” 

101 He said to me, “They shall have freedom for seven days, so that during these seven days they may see the 

things of which you have been told, and afterwards they shall be gathered in their habitations.” 

No Intercession for the Ungodly 

102 I answered and said, “If I have found favor in thy sight, show further to me, thy servant, whether on the day 

of judgment the righteous will be able to intercede for the ungodly or to entreat the Most High for them, 
103 fathers for sons or sons for parents, brothers for brothers, relatives for their kinsmen, or friends[w] for those 

who are most dear.” 

104 He answered me and said, “Since you have found favor in my sight, I will show you this also. The day of 

judgment is decisive[x] and displays to all the seal of truth. Just as now a father does not send his son, or a son 
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his father, or a master his servant, or a friend his dearest friend, to be ill[y] or sleep or eat or be healed in his 

stead, 105 so no one shall ever pray for another on that day, neither shall any one lay a burden on another;[z] 

for then every one shall bear his own righteousness and unrighteousness.” 

36 106 I answered and said, “How then do we find that first Abraham prayed for the people of Sodom, and 

Moses for our fathers who sinned in the desert, 37 107 and Joshua after him for Israel in the days of Achan, 
38 108 and Samuel in the days of Saul,[aa] and David for the plague, and Solomon for those in the sanctuary, 
39 109 and Eli′jah for those who received the rain, and for the one who was dead, that he might live, 40 110 and 

Hezeki′ah for the people in the days of Sennach′erib, and many others prayed for many? 41 111 If therefore the 

righteous have prayed for the ungodly now, when corruption has increased and unrighteousness has 

multiplied, why will it not be so then as well?” 

42 112 He answered me and said, “This present world is not the end; the full glory does not[ab] abide in it;[ac] 

therefore those who were strong prayed for the weak. 43 113 But the day of judgment will be the end of this age 

and the beginning[ad] of the immortal age to come, in which corruption has passed away, 44 114 sinful 

indulgence has come to an end, unbelief has been cut off, and righteousness has increased and truth has 

appeared. 45 115 Therefore no one will then be able to have mercy on him who has been condemned in the 

judgment, or to harm[ae] him who is victorious.” 

Lamentation over the Fate of Most People 

46 116 I answered and said, “This is my first and last word, that it would have been better if the earth had not 

produced Adam, or else, when it had produced him, had restrained him from sinning. 47 117 For what good is it 

to all that they live in sorrow now and expect punishment after death? 48 118 O Adam, what have you done? For 

though it was you who sinned, the fall was not yours alone, but ours also who are your descendants. 49 119 For 

what good is it to us, if an eternal age has been promised to us, but we have done deeds that bring death? 
50 120 And what good is it that an everlasting hope has been promised us, but we have miserably failed? 51 121 Or 

that safe and healthful habitations have been reserved for us, but we have lived wickedly? 52 122 Or that the 

glory of the Most High will defend those who have led a pure life, but we have walked in the most wicked 

ways? 53 123 Or that a paradise shall be revealed, whose fruit remains unspoiled and in which are abundance 

and healing, but we shall not enter it, 54 124 because we have lived in unseemly places? 55 125 Or that the faces of 

those who practiced self-control shall shine more than the stars, but our faces shall be blacker than darkness? 
56 126 For while we lived and committed iniquity we did not consider what we should suffer after death.” 

57 127 He answered and said, “This is the meaning of the contest which every man who is born on earth shall 

wage, 58 128 that if he is defeated he shall suffer what you have said, but if he is victorious he shall receive what 

I have said.[af] 59 129 For this is the way of which Moses, while he was alive, spoke to the people, saying, ‘Choose 

for yourself life, that you may live!’ 60 130 But they did not believe him, or the prophets after him, or even 

myself who have spoken to them. 61 131 Therefore there shall not be[ag] grief at their destruction, so much as joy 

over those to whom salvation is assured.” 

Ezra Appeals to God’s Mercy 

62 132 I answered and said, “I know, O Lord, that the Most High is now called merciful, because he has mercy on 

those who have not yet come into the world; 63 133 and gracious, because he is gracious to those who turn in 

repentance to his law; 64 134 and patient, because he shows patience toward those who have sinned, since they 
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are his own works; 65 135 and bountiful, because he would rather give than take away;[ah] 66 136 and abundant in 

compassion, because he makes his compassions abound more and more to those now living and to those who 

are gone and to those yet to come, 67 137 for if he did not make them abound, the world with those who inhabit 

it would not have life; 68 138 and he is called giver, because if he did not give out of his goodness so that those 

who have committed iniquities might be relieved of them, not one ten-thousandth of mankind could have life; 
69 139 and judge, because if he did not pardon those who were created by his word and blot out the multitude 

of their sins,[ai] 70 140 there would probably be left only very few of the innumerable multitude.” 

2 Esdras 8  

He answered me and said, “The Most High made this world for the sake of many, but the world to come for 

the sake of few. 2 But I tell you a parable, Ezra. Just as, when you ask the earth, it will tell you that it provides 

very much clay from which earthenware is made, but only a little dust from which gold comes; so is the course 

of the present world. 3 Many have been created, but few shall be saved.” 

Ezra Again Appeals to God’s Mercy 

4 I answered and said, “Then drink your fill of understanding, O my soul, and drink wisdom, O my heart![a] 5 For 

not of your own will did you come into the world,[b] and against your will you depart, for you have been given 

only a short time to live. 6 O Lord who art over us, grant to thy servant that we may pray before thee, and give 

us seed for our heart and cultivation of our understanding so that fruit may be produced, by which every 

mortal who bears the likeness[c] of a human being may be able to live. 7 For thou alone dost exist, and we are a 

work of thy hands, as thou hast declared. 8 And because thou dost give life to the body which is now fashioned 

in the womb, and dost furnish it with members, what thou hast created is preserved in fire and water, and for 

nine months the womb[d] which thou has formed endures thy creation which has been created in it. 9 But that 

which keeps and that which is kept shall both be kept by thy keeping.[e] And when the womb gives up again 

what has been created in it, 10 thou hast commanded that from the members themselves (that is, from the 

breasts) milk should be supplied which is the fruit of the breasts, 11 so that what has been fashioned may be 

nourished for a time; and afterwards thou wilt guide him in thy mercy. 12 Thou hast brought him up in thy 

righteousness, and instructed him in thy law, and reproved him in thy wisdom. 13 Thou wilt take away his life, 

for he is thy creation; and thou wilt make him live, for he is thy work. 14 If then thou wilt suddenly and quickly[f] 

destroy him who with so great labor was fashioned by thy command, to what purpose was he made? 15 And 

now I will speak out: About all mankind thou knowest best; but I will speak about thy people, for whom I am 

grieved, 16 and about thy inheritance, for whom I lament, and about Israel, for whom I am sad, and about the 

seed of Jacob, for whom I am troubled. 17 Therefore I will pray before thee for myself and for them, for I see 

the failings of us who dwell in the land, 18 and[g] I have heard of the swiftness of the judgment that is to come. 
19 Therefore hear my voice, and understand my words, and I will speak before thee.” 

Ezra’s Prayer 

The beginning of the words of Ezra’s prayer, before he was taken up. He said: 20 “O Lord who inhabitest 

eternity,[h] whose eyes are exalted[i] and whose upper chambers are in the air, 21 whose throne is beyond 

measure and whose glory is beyond comprehension, before whom the hosts of angels stand trembling 22 and 

at whose command they are changed to wind and fire,[j] whose word is sure and whose utterances are certain, 

whose ordinance is strong and whose command is terrible, 23 whose look dries up the depths and whose 
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indignation makes the mountains melt away, and whose truth is established for ever[k]— 24 hear, O Lord, the 

prayer of thy servant, and give ear to the petition of thy creature; attend to my words. 25 For as long as I live I 

will speak, and as long as I have understanding I will answer. 26 O look not upon the sins of thy people, but at 

those who have served thee in truth. 27 Regard not the endeavors of those who act wickedly, but the 

endeavors of those who have kept thy covenants amid afflictions. 28 Think not on those who have lived 

wickedly in thy sight; but remember those who have willingly acknowledged that thou art to be feared. 29 Let it 

not be thy will to destroy those who have had the ways of cattle; but regard those who have gloriously taught 

thy law.[l] 30 Be not angry with those who are deemed worse than beasts; but love those who have always put 

their trust in thy glory. 31 For we and our fathers have passed our lives in ways that bring death;[m] but thou, 

because of us sinners, are called merciful. 32 For if thou hast desired to have pity on us, who have no works of 

righteousness, then thou wilt be called merciful. 33 For the righteous, who have many works laid up with thee, 

shall receive their reward in consequence of their own deeds. 34 But what is man, that thou art angry with him; 

or what is a corruptible race, that thou art so bitter against it? 35 For in truth there is no one among those who 

have been born who has not acted wickedly, and among those who have existed[n] there is no one who has 

not transgressed. 36 For in this, O Lord, thy righteousness and goodness will be declared, when thou art 

merciful to those who have no store of good works.” 

Response to Ezra’s Prayer 

37 He answered me and said, “Some things you have spoken rightly, and it will come to pass according to your 

words. 38 For indeed I will not concern myself about the fashioning of those who have sinned, or about their 

death, their judgment, or their destruction; 39 but I will rejoice over the creation of the righteous, over their 

pilgrimage also, and their salvation, and their receiving their reward. 40 As I have spoken, therefore, so it shall 

be. 

41 “For just as the farmer sows many seeds upon the ground and plants a multitude of seedlings, and yet not 

all that have been sown will come up[o] in due season, and not all that were planted will take root; so also 

those who have been sown in the world will not all be saved.” 

42 I answered and said, “If I have found favor before thee, let me speak.[p] 43 For if the farmer’s seed does not 

come up, because it has not received thy rain in due season, or if it has been ruined by too much rain, it 

perishes.[q] 44 But man, who has been formed by thy hands and is called thy own image because he is made like 

thee, and for whose sake thou hast formed all things—hast thou also made him like the farmer’s seed? 45 No, 

O Lord[r] who art over us! But spare thy people and have mercy on thy inheritance, for thou hast mercy on thy 

own creation.” 

Ezra’s Final Appeal for Mercy 

46 He answered me and said, “Things that are present are for those who live now, and things that are future 

are for those who will live hereafter. 47 For you come far short of being able to love my creation more than I 

love it. But you have often compared yourself[s] to the unrighteous. Never do so! 48 But even in this respect 

you will be praiseworthy before the Most High, 49 because you have humbled yourself, as is becoming for you, 

and have not deemed yourself to be among the righteous in order to receive[t] the greatest glory. 50 For many 

miseries will affect those who inhabit the world in the last times, because they have walked in great pride. 
51 But think of your own case, and inquire concerning the glory of those who are like yourself, 52 because it is 
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for you that paradise is opened, the tree of life is planted, the age to come is prepared, plenty is provided, a 

city is built, rest is appointed,[u] goodness is established and wisdom perfected beforehand. 53 The root of evil 

is sealed up from you, illness is banished from you, and death[v] is hidden; hell has fled and corruption has 

been forgotten;[w] 54 sorrows have passed away, and in the end the treasure of immortality is made manifest. 
55 Therefore do not ask any more questions about the multitude of those who perish. 56 For they also received 

freedom, but they despised the Most High, and were contemptuous of his law, and forsook his ways. 
57 Moreover they have even trampled upon his righteous ones, 58 and said in their hearts that there is no 

God—though knowing full well that they must die. 59 For just as the things which I have predicted await[x] you, 

so the thirst and torment which are prepared await them. For the Most High did not intend that men should 

be destroyed; 60 but they themselves who were created have defiled the name of him who made them, and 

have been ungrateful to him who prepared life for them. 61 Therefore my judgment is now drawing near; 62 I 

have not shown this to all men, but only to you and a few like you.” 

Then I answered and said, 63 “Behold, O Lord, thou hast now shown me a multitude of the signs which thou 

wilt do in the last times, but thou hast not shown me when thou wilt do them.” 

2 Esdras 9 

More about the Signs of the End 

He answered me and said, “Measure carefully in your mind, and when you see that a certain part of the 

predicted signs are past, 2 then you will know that it is the very time when the Most High is about to visit the 

world which he has made. 3 So when there shall appear in the world earthquakes, tumult of peoples, intrigues 

of nations, wavering of leaders, confusion of princes, 4 then you will know that it was of these that the Most 

High spoke from the days that were of old, from the beginning. 5 For just as with everything that has occurred 

in the world, the beginning is evident,[a] and the end manifest; 6 so also are the times of the Most High: the 

beginnings are manifest in wonders and mighty works, and the end in requital[b] and in signs. 7 And it shall be 

that every one who will be saved and will be able to escape on account of his works, or on account of the faith 

by which he has believed, 8 will survive the dangers that have been predicted, and will see my salvation in my 

land and within my borders, which I have sanctified for myself from the beginning. 9 Then those who have now 

abused my ways shall be amazed, and those who have rejected them with contempt shall dwell in torments. 
10 For as many as did not acknowledge me in their lifetime, although they received my benefits, 11 and as many 

as scorned my law while they still had freedom, and did not understand but despised it[c] while an opportunity 

of repentance was still open to them, 12 these must in torment acknowledge it[d] after death. 13 Therefore, do 

not continue to be curious as to how the ungodly will be punished; but inquire how the righteous will be 

saved, those to whom the age belongs and for whose sake the age was made.”[e] 

The Argument Recapitulated 

14 I answered and said, 15 “I said before, and I say now, and will say it again: there are more who perish than 

those who will be saved, 16 as a wave is greater than a drop of water.” 17 He answered me and said, “As is the 

field, so is the seed; and as are the flowers, so are the colors; and as is the work, so is the product; and as is 

the farmer, so is the threshing floor. 18 For there was a time in this age when I was preparing for those who 

now exist, before the world was made for them to dwell in, and no one opposed me then, for no one existed; 
19 but now those who have been created in this world which is supplied both with an unfailing table and an 
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inexhaustible pasture,[f] have become corrupt in their ways. 20 So I considered my world, and behold, it was 

lost, and my earth, and behold, it was in peril because of the devices of those who[g] had come into it. 21 And I 

saw and spared some[h] with great difficulty, and saved for myself one grape out of a cluster, and one plant out 

of a great forest.[i] 22 So let the multitude perish which has been born in vain, but let my grape and my plant be 

saved, because with much labor I have perfected them. 23 But if you will let seven days more pass—do not fast 

during them, however; 24 but go into a field of flowers where no house has been built, and eat only of the 

flowers of the field, and taste no meat and drink no wine, but eat only flowers, 25 and pray to the Most High 

continually—then I will come and talk with you.” 

The Abiding Glory of the Mosaic Law 

26 So I went, as he directed me, into the field which is called Ardat;[j] and there I sat among the flowers and ate 

of the plants of the field, and the nourishment they afforded satisfied me. 27 And after seven days, as I lay on 

the grass, my heart was troubled again as it was before. 28 And my mouth was opened, and I began to speak 

before the Most High, and said, 29 “O Lord, thou didst show thyself among us, to our fathers in the wilderness 

when they came out from Egypt and when they came into the untrodden and unfruitful wilderness; 30 and 

thou didst say, ‘Hear me, O Israel, and give heed to my words, O descendants of Jacob. 31 For behold, I sow my 

law in you, and it shall bring forth fruit in you and you shall be glorified through it for ever.’ 32 But though our 

fathers received the law, they did not keep it, and did not observe the statutes; yet the fruit of the law did not 

perish—for it could not, because it was thine. 33 Yet those who received it perished, because they did not keep 

what had been sown in them. 34 And behold, it is the rule that, when the ground has received seed, or the sea 

a ship, or any dish food or drink, and when it happens that what was sown or what was launched or what was 

put in is destroyed, 35 they are destroyed, but the things that held them remain; yet with us it has not been so. 
36 For we who have received the law and sinned will perish, as well as our heart which received it; 37 the law, 

however, does not perish but remains in its glory.” 

The Vision of a Weeping Woman 

38 When I said these things in my heart, I lifted up my eyes[k] and saw a woman on my right, and behold, she 

was mourning and weeping with a loud voice, and was deeply grieved at heart, and her clothes were rent, and 

there were ashes on her head. 39 Then I dismissed the thoughts with which I had been engaged, and turned to 

her 40 and said to her, “Why are you weeping, and why are you grieved at heart?” 41 And she said to me, “Let 

me alone, my lord, that I may weep for myself and continue to mourn, for I am greatly embittered in spirit and 

deeply afflicted.” 42 And I said to her, “What has happened to you? Tell me.” 43 And she said to me, “Your 

servant was barren and had no child, though I lived with my husband thirty years. 44 And every hour and every 

day during those thirty years I besought the Most High, night and day. 45 And after thirty years God heard your 

handmaid, and looked upon my low estate, and considered my distress, and gave me a son. And I rejoiced 

greatly over him, I and my husband and all my neighbors;[l] and we gave great glory to the Mighty One. 46 And I 

brought him up with much care. 47 So when he grew up and I came to take a wife for him, I set a day for the 

marriage feast. 
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2 Esdras 10  

“But it happened that when my son entered his wedding chamber, he fell down and died. 2 Then we all put out 

the lamps, and all my neighbors[a] attempted to console me; and I remained quiet until evening of the second 

day. 3 But when they all had stopped consoling me, that I might be quiet, I got up in the night and fled, and 

came to this field, as you see. 4 And now I intend not to return to the city, but to stay here, and I will neither 

eat nor drink, but without ceasing mourn and fast until I die.” 

5 Then I broke off the reflections with which I was still engaged, and answered her in anger and said, 6 “You 

most foolish of women, do you not see our mourning, and what has happened to us? 7 For Zion, the mother of 

us all, is in deep grief and great affliction. 8 It is most appropriate to mourn now, because we are all mourning, 

and to be sorrowful, because we are all sorrowing; you are sorrowing for one son, but we, the whole world, 

for our mother.[b] 9 Now ask the earth, and she will tell you that it is she who ought to mourn over so many 

who have come into being upon her. 10 And from the beginning all have been born of her, and others will 

come; and behold, almost all go to perdition, and a multitude of them are destined for destruction. 11 Who 

then ought to mourn the more, she[c] who lost so great a multitude, or you who are grieving for one? 12 But if 

you say to me, ‘My lamentation is not like the earth’s, for I have lost the fruit of my womb, which I brought 

forth in pain and bore in sorrow; 13 but it is with the earth according to the way of the earth—the multitude 

that is now in it goes as it came’; 14 then I say to you, ‘As you brought forth in sorrow, so the earth also has 

from the beginning given her fruit, that is, man, to him who made her.’ 15 Now, therefore, keep your sorrow to 

yourself, and bear bravely the troubles that have come upon you. 16 For if you acknowledge the decree of God 

to be just, you will receive your son back in due time, and will be praised among women. 17 Therefore go into 

the city to your husband.” 

18 She said to me, “I will not do so; I will not go into the city, but I will die here.” 

19 So I spoke again to her, and said, 20 “Do not say that, but let yourself be persuaded because of the troubles 

of Zion, and be consoled because of the sorrow of Jerusalem. 21 For you see that our sanctuary has been laid 

waste, our altar thrown down, our temple destroyed; 22 our harp has been laid low, our song has been 

silenced, and our rejoicing has been ended; the light of our lampstand has been put out, the ark of our 

covenant has been plundered, our holy things have been polluted, and the name by which we are called has 

been profaned; our free men[d] have suffered abuse, our priests have been burned to death, our Levites have 

gone into captivity, our virgins have been defiled, and our wives have been ravished; our righteous men have 

been carried off, our little ones have been cast out, our young men have been enslaved and our strong men 

made powerless. 23 And, what is more than all, the seal of Zion—for she has now lost the seal of her glory, and 

has been given over into the hands of those that hate us. 24 Therefore shake off your great sadness and lay 

aside your many sorrows, so that the Mighty One may be merciful to you again, and the Most High may give 

you rest, a relief from your troubles.” 

25 While I was talking to her, behold, her face suddenly shone exceedingly, and her countenance flashed like 

lightning, so that I was too frightened to approach her, and my heart was terrified. While[e] I was wondering 

what this meant, 26 behold, she suddenly uttered a loud and fearful cry, so that the earth shook at the sound. 
27 And I looked, and behold, the woman was no longer visible to me, but there was an established city,[f] and a 

place of huge foundations showed itself. Then I was afraid, and cried with a loud voice and said, 28 “Where is 
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the angel U′riel, who came to me at first? For it was he who brought me into this overpowering bewilderment; 

my end has become corruption, and my prayer a reproach.” 

Uriel’s Interpretation of the Vision 

29 As I was speaking these words, behold, the angel who had come to me at first came to me, and he looked 

upon me; 30 and behold, I lay there like a corpse and I was deprived of my understanding. Then he grasped my 

right hand and strengthened me and set me on my feet, and said to me, 31 “What is the matter with you? And 

why are you troubled? And why are your understanding and the thoughts of your mind troubled?” 

32 I said, “Because you have forsaken me! I did as you directed, and went out into the field, and behold, I saw, 

and still see, what I am unable to explain.” 33 He said to me, “Stand up like a man, and I will instruct you.” 34 I 

said, “Speak, my lord; only do not forsake me, lest I die before my time.[g] 35 For I have seen what I did not 

know, and I have heard what I do not understand. 36 Or is my mind deceived, and my soul dreaming? 37 Now 

therefore I entreat you to give your servant an explanation of this bewildering vision.” 

38 He answered me and said, “Listen to me and I will inform you, and tell you about the things which you fear, 

for the Most High has revealed many secrets to you. 39 For he has seen your righteous conduct, that you have 

sorrowed continually for your people, and mourned greatly over Zion. 40 This therefore is the meaning of the 

vision. 41 The woman who appeared to you a little while ago, whom you saw mourning and began to console— 
42 but you do not now see the form of a woman, but an established city[h] has appeared to you— 43 and as for 

her telling you about the misfortune of her son, this is the interpretation: 44 This woman whom you saw, 

whom you now behold as an established city, is Zion.[i] 45 And as for her telling you that she was barren for 

thirty years, it is because there were three thousand[j] years in the world before any offering was offered in 

it.[k] 46 And after three thousand[l] years Solomon built the city, and offered offerings; then it was that the 

barren woman bore a son. 47 And as for her telling you that she brought him up with much care, that was the 

period of residence in Jerusalem. 48 And as for her saying to you, ‘When my son entered his wedding chamber 

he died,’ and that misfortune had overtaken her,[m] that was the destruction which befell Jerusalem. 49 And 

behold, you saw her likeness, how she mourned for her son, and you began to console her for what had 

happened.[n] 50 For now the Most High, seeing that you are sincerely grieved and profoundly distressed for her, 

has shown you the brilliance of her glory, and the loveliness of her beauty. 51 Therefore I told you to remain in 

the field where no house had been built, 52 for I knew that the Most High would reveal these things to you. 
53 Therefore I told you to go into the field where there was no foundation of any building, 54 for no work of 

man’s building could endure in a place where the city of the Most High was to be revealed. 

55 “Therefore do not be afraid, and do not let your heart be terrified; but go in and see the splendor and 

vastness of the building, as far as it is possible for your eyes to see it, 56 and afterward you will hear as much as 

your ears can hear. 57 For you are more blessed than many, and you have been called before the Most High, as 

but few have been. 58 But tomorrow night you shall remain here, 59 and the Most High will show you in those 

dream visions what the Most High will do to those who dwell on earth in the last days.” 

So I slept that night and the following one, as he had commanded me. 
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2 Esdras 11 

The Vision of the Eagle 

On the second night I had a dream, and behold, there came up from the sea an eagle that had twelve 

feathered wings and three heads. 2 And I looked, and behold, he spread his wings over[a] all the earth, and all 

the winds of heaven blew upon him, and the clouds were gathered about him.[b] 3 And I looked, and out of his 

wings there grew opposing wings; but they became little, puny wings. 4 But his heads were at rest; the middle 

head was larger than the other heads, but it also was at rest with them. 5 And I looked, and behold, the eagle 

flew with his wings, to reign over the earth and over those who dwell in it. 6 And I saw how all things under 

heaven were subjected to him, and no one spoke against him, not even one creature that was on the earth. 
7 And I looked, and behold, the eagle rose upon his talons, and uttered a cry to his wings, saying, 8 “Do not all 

watch at the same time; let each sleep in his own place, and watch in his turn; 9 but let the heads be reserved 

for the last.” 

10 And I looked, and behold, the voice did not come from his heads, but from the midst of his body. 11 And I 

counted his opposing wings, and behold, there were eight of them. 12 And I looked, and behold, on the right 

side one wing arose, and it reigned over all the earth. 13 And while it was reigning it came to its end and 

disappeared, so that its place was not seen. Then the next wing arose and reigned, and it continued to reign a 

long time. 14 And while it was reigning its end came also, so that it disappeared like the first. 15 And behold, a 

voice sounded, saying to it. 16 “Hear me, you who have ruled the earth all this time; I announce this to you 

before you disappear. 17 After you no one shall rule as long as you, or even half as long.” 

18 Then the third wing raised itself up, and held the rule like the former ones, and it also disappeared. 19 And so 

it went with all the wings; they wielded power one after another and then were never seen again. 20 And I 

looked, and behold, in due course the wings that followed[c] also rose up on the right[d] side, in order to rule. 

There were some of them that ruled, yet disappeared suddenly; 21 and others of them rose up, but did not 

hold the rule. 

22 And after this I looked, and behold, the twelve wings and the two little wings disappeared; 23 and nothing 

remained on the eagle’s body except the three heads that were at rest and six little wings. 24 And I looked, and 

behold, two little wings separated from the six and remained under the head that was on the right side; but 

four remained in their place. 25 And I looked, and behold, these little wings[e] planned to set themselves up and 

hold the rule. 26 And I looked, and behold, one was set up, but suddenly disappeared; 27 a second also, and this 

disappeared more quickly than the first. 28 And I looked, and behold, the two that remained were planning 

between themselves to reign together; 29 and while they were planning, behold, one of the heads that were at 

rest (the one which was in the middle) awoke; for it was greater than the other two heads. 30 And I saw how it 

allied the two heads with itself, 31 and behold, the head turned with those that were with it, and it devoured 

the two little wings[f] which were planning to reign. 32 Moreover this head gained control of the whole earth, 

and with much oppression dominated its inhabitants; and it had greater power over the world than all the 

wings that had gone before. 

33 And after this I looked, and behold, the middle head also suddenly disappeared, just as the wings had done. 
34 But the two heads remained, which also ruled over the earth and its inhabitants. 35 And I looked, and behold, 

the head on the right side devoured the one on the left. 
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A Lion Roused from the Forest 

36 Then I heard a voice saying to me, “Look before you and consider what you see.” 37 And I looked, and 

behold, a creature like a lion was aroused out of the forest, roaring; and I heard how he uttered a man’s voice 

to the eagle, and spoke, saying, 38 “Listen and I will speak to you. The Most High says to you, 39 ‘Are you not the 

one that remains of the four beasts which I had made to reign in my world, so that the end of my times might 

come through them? 40 You, the fourth that has come, have conquered all the beasts that have gone before; 

and you have held sway over the world with much terror, and over all the earth with grievous oppression; and 

for so long you have dwelt on the earth with deceit.[g] 41 And you have judged the earth, but not with truth; 
42 for you have afflicted the meek and injured the peaceable; you have hated those who tell the truth, and 

have loved liars; you have destroyed the dwellings of those who brought forth fruit, and have laid low the 

walls of those who did you no harm. 43 And so your insolence has come up before the Most High, and your 

pride to the Mighty One. 44 And the Most High has looked upon his times, and behold, they are ended, and his 

ages are completed! 45 Therefore you will surely disappear, you eagle, and your terrifying wings, and your 

most evil little wings, and your malicious heads, and your most evil talons, and your whole worthless body, 
46 so that the whole earth, freed from your violence, may be refreshed and relieved, and may hope for the 

judgment and mercy of him who made it.’” 

2 Esdras 12 

While the lion was saying these words to the eagle, I looked, 2 and behold, the remaining head disappeared. 

And the two wings that had gone over to it arose[a] and set themselves up to reign, and their reign was brief 

and full of tumult. 3 And I looked, and behold, they also disappeared, and the whole body of the eagle was 

burned, and the earth was exceedingly terrified. 

Then I awoke in great perplexity of mind and great fear, and I said to my spirit, 4 “Behold, you have brought 

this upon me, because you search out the ways of the Most High. 5 Behold, I am still weary in mind and very 

weak in my spirit, and not even a little strength is left in me, because of the great fear with which I have been 

terrified this night. 6 Therefore I will now beseech the Most High that he may strengthen me to the end.” 

The Interpretation of the Vision 

7 And I said, “O sovereign Lord, if I have found favor in thy sight, and if I have been accounted righteous before 

thee beyond many others, and if my prayer has indeed come up before thy face, 8 strengthen me and show 

me, thy servant, the interpretation and meaning of this terrifying vision, that thou mayest fully comfort my 

soul. 9 For thou hast judged me worthy to be shown the end of the times and the last events of the times.” 

10 He said to me, “This is the interpretation of this vision which you have seen: 11 The eagle which you saw 

coming up from the sea is the fourth kingdom which appeared in a vision to your brother Daniel. 12 But it was 

not explained to him as I now explain or have explained it to you. 13 Behold, the days are coming when a 

kingdom shall arise on earth, and it shall be more terrifying than all the kingdoms that have been before it. 
14 And twelve kings shall reign in it, one after another. 15 But the second that is to reign shall hold sway for a 

longer time than any other of the twelve. 16 This is the interpretation of the twelve wings which you saw. 17 As 

for your hearing a voice that spoke, coming not from the eagle’s[b] heads but from the midst of his body, this is 

the interpretation: 18 In the midst of[c] the time of that kingdom great struggles shall arise, and it shall be in 

danger of falling; nevertheless it shall not fall then, but shall regain its former power.[d] 19 As for your seeing 
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eight little wings[e] clinging to his wings, this is the interpretation: 20 Eight kings shall arise in it, whose times 

shall be short and their years swift; 21 and two of them shall perish when the middle of its time draws near; 

and four shall be kept for the time when its end approaches; but two shall be kept until the end. 22 As for your 

seeing three heads at rest, this is the interpretation: 23 In its last days the Most High will raise up three kings,[f] 

and they[g] shall renew many things in it, and shall rule the earth 24 and its inhabitants more oppressively than 

all who were before them; therefore they are called the heads of the eagle. 25 For it is they who shall sum up 

his wickedness and perform his last actions. 26 As for your seeing that the large head disappeared, one of the 

kings[h] shall die in his bed, but in agonies. 27 But as for the two who remained, the sword shall devour them. 
28 For the sword of one shall devour him who was with him; but he also shall fall by the sword in the last days. 
29 As for your seeing two little wings[i] passing over to[j] the head which was on the right side, 30 this is the 

interpretation: It is these whom the Most High has kept for the eagle’s[k] end; this was the reign which was 

brief and full of tumult, as you have seen. 

31 “And as for the lion whom you saw rousing up out of the forest and roaring and speaking to the eagle and 

reproving him for his unrighteousness, and as for all his words that you have heard, 32 this is the Messiah[l] 

whom the Most High has kept until the end of days, who will arise from the posterity of David, and will come 

and speak to them;[m] he will denounce them for their ungodliness and for their wickedness, and will cast up 

before them their contemptuous dealings. 33 For first he will set them living before his judgment seat, and 

when he has reproved them, then he will destroy them. 34 But he will deliver in mercy the remnant of my 

people, those who have been saved throughout my borders, and he will make them joyful until the end 

comes, the day of judgment, of which I spoke to you at the beginning. 35 This is the dream that you saw, and 

this is its interpretation. 36 And you alone were worthy to learn this secret of the Most High. 37 Therefore write 

all these things that you have seen in a book, and put it in a hidden place; 38 and you shall teach them to the 

wise among your people, whose hearts you know are able to comprehend and keep these secrets. 39 But wait 

here seven days more, so that you may be shown whatever it pleases the Most High to show you.” Then he 

left me. 

The People Come to Ezra 

40 When all the people heard that the seven days were past and I had not returned to the city, they all 

gathered together, from the least to the greatest, and came to me and spoke to me, saying, 41 “How have we 

offended you, and what harm have we done you, that you have forsaken us and sit in this place? 42 For of all 

the prophets you alone are left to us, like a cluster of grapes from the vintage, and like a lamp in a dark place, 

and like a haven for a ship saved from a storm. 43 Are not the evils which have befallen us sufficient? 
44 Therefore if you forsake us, how much better it would have been for us if we also had been consumed in the 

burning of Zion! 45 For we are no better than those who died there.” And they wept with a loud voice. 

Then I answered them and said, 46 “Take courage, O Israel; and do not be sorrowful, O house of Jacob; 47 for 

the Most High has you in remembrance, and the Mighty One has not forgotten you in your struggle. 48 As for 

me, I have neither forsaken you nor withdrawn from you; but I have come to this place to pray on account of 

the desolation of Zion, and to seek mercy on account of the humiliation of our[n] sanctuary. 49 Now go, every 

one of you to his house, and after these days I will come to you.” 50 So the people went into the city, as I told 

them to do. 51 But I sat in the field seven days, as the angel[o] had commanded me; and I ate only of the flowers 

of the field, and my food was of plants during those days. 
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2 Esdras 13 

The Man from the Sea 

After seven days I dreamed a dream in the night; 2 and behold, a wind arose from the sea and stirred up all its 

waves. 3 And I looked, and behold, this wind made something like the figure of a man come up out of the heart 

of the sea. And I looked, and behold,[a] that man flew[b] with the clouds of heaven; and wherever he turned his 

face to look, everything under his gaze trembled, 4 and whenever his voice issued from his mouth, all who 

heard his voice melted as wax melts[c] when it feels the fire. 

5 After this I looked, and behold, an innumerable multitude of men were gathered together from the four 

winds of heaven to make war against the man who came up out of the sea. 6 And I looked, and behold, he 

carved out for himself a great mountain, and flew up upon it. 7 And I tried to see the region or place from 

which the mountain was carved, but I could not. 

8 After this I looked, and behold, all who had gathered together against him, to wage war with him, were much 

afraid, yet dared to fight. 9 And behold, when he saw the onrush of the approaching multitude, he neither 

lifted his hand nor held a spear or any weapon of war; 10 but I saw only how he sent forth from his mouth as it 

were a stream of fire, and from his lips a flaming breath, and from his tongue he shot forth a storm of 

sparks.[d] 11 All these were mingled together, the stream of fire and the flaming breath and the great storm, 

and fell on the onrushing multitude which was prepared to fight, and burned them all up, so that suddenly 

nothing was seen of the innumerable multitude but only the dust of ashes and the smell of smoke. When I saw 

it, I was amazed. 

12 After this I saw the same man come down from the mountain and call to him another multitude which was 

peaceable. 13 Then many people[e] came to him, some of whom were joyful and some sorrowful; some of them 

were bound, and some were bringing others as offerings. 

The Interpretation of the Vision 

Then in great fear I awoke; and I besought the Most High, and said, 14 “From the beginning thou hast shown 

thy servant these wonders, and hast deemed me worthy to have my prayer heard by thee; 15 now show me 

also the interpretation of this dream. 16 For as I consider it in my mind, alas for those who will be left in those 

days! And still more, alas for those who are not left! 17 For those who are not left will be sad, 18 because they 

understand what is reserved for the last days, but cannot attain it. 19 But alas for those also who are left, and 

for that very reason! For they shall see great dangers and much distress, as these dreams show. 20 Yet it is 

better[f] to come into these things,[g] though incurring peril, than to pass from the world like a cloud, and not 

to see what shall happen in the last days.” 

He answered me and said, 21 “I will tell you the interpretation of the vision, and I will also explain to you the 

things which you have mentioned. 22 As for what you said about those who are left, this is the interpretation: 
23 He who brings the peril at that time will himself protect those who fall into peril, who have works and have 

faith in the Almighty. 24 Understand therefore that those who are left are more blessed than those who have 

died. 25 This is the interpretation of the vision: As for your seeing a man come up from the heart of the sea, 
26 this is he whom the Most High has been keeping for many ages, who will himself deliver his creation; and he 

will direct those who are left. 27 And as for your seeing wind and fire and a storm coming out of his mouth, 
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28 and as for his not holding a spear or weapon of war, yet destroying the onrushing multitude which came to 

conquer him, this is the interpretation: 29 Behold, the days are coming when the Most High will deliver those 

who are on the earth. 30 And bewilderment of mind shall come over those who dwell on the earth. 31 And they 

shall plan to make war against one another, city against city, place against place, people against people, and 

kingdom against kingdom. 32 And when these things come to pass and the signs occur which I showed you 

before, then my Son will be revealed, whom you saw as a man coming up from the sea.[h] 33 And when all the 

nations hear his voice, every man shall leave his own land and the warfare that they have against one another; 
34 and an innumerable multitude shall be gathered together, as you saw, desiring to come and conquer him. 
35 But he will stand on the top of Mount Zion. 36 And Zion will come and be made manifest to all people, 

prepared and built, as you saw the mountain carved out without hands. 37 And he, my Son, will reprove the 

assembled nations for their ungodliness (this was symbolized by the storm), 38 and will reproach them to their 

face with their evil thoughts and the torments with which they are to be tortured (which were symbolized by 

the flames), and will destroy them without effort by the law[i] (which was symbolized by the fire). 39 And as for 

your seeing him gather to himself another multitude that was peaceable, 40 these are the ten tribes which 

were led away from their own land into captivity in the days of King Hoshe′a, whom Shalmane′ser the king of 

the Assyrians led captive; he took them across the river, and they were taken into another land. 41 But they 

formed this plan for themselves, that they would leave the multitude of the nations and go to a more distant 

region, where mankind had never lived, 42 that there at least they might keep their statutes which they had 

not kept in their own land. 43 And they went in by the narrow passages of the Euphra′tes river. 44 For at that 

time the Most High performed signs for them, and stopped the channels of the river until they had passed 

over. 45 Through that region there was a long way to go, a journey of a year and a half; and that country is 

called Arzareth.[j] 

46 “Then they dwelt there until the last times; and now, when they are about to come again, 47 the Most High 

will stop[k] the channels of the river again, so that they may be able to pass over. Therefore you saw the 

multitude gathered together in peace. 48 But those who are left of your people, who are found within my holy 

borders, shall be saved.[l] 49 Therefore when he destroys the multitude of the nations that are gathered 

together, he will defend the people who remain. 50 And then he will show them very many wonders.” 

51 I said, “O sovereign Lord, explain this to me: Why did I see the man coming up from the heart of the sea?” 

52 He said to me, “Just as no one can explore or know what is in the depths of the sea, so no one on earth can 

see my Son or those who are with him, except in the time of his day.[m] 53 This is the interpretation of the 

dream which you saw. And you alone have been enlightened about this, 54 because you have forsaken your 

own ways and have applied yourself to mine, and have searched out my law; 55 for you have devoted your life 

to wisdom, and called understanding your mother. 56 Therefore I have shown you this, for there is a reward 

laid up with the Most High. And after three more days I will tell you other things, and explain weighty and 

wondrous matters to you.” 

57 Then I arose and walked in the field, giving great glory and praise to the Most High because of his wonders, 

which he did from time to time, 58 and because he governs the times and whatever things come to pass in 

their seasons. And I stayed there three days. 
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2 Esdras 14 

The Lord Commissions Ezra 

On the third day, while I was sitting under an oak, behold, a voice came out of a bush opposite me and said, 

“Ezra, Ezra.” 2 And I said, “Here I am, Lord,” and I rose to my feet. 3 Then he said to me, “I revealed myself in a 

bush and spoke to Moses, when my people were in bondage in Egypt; 4 and I sent him and led[a] my people out 

of Egypt; and I led him up on Mount Sinai, where I kept him with me many days; 5 and I told him many 

wondrous things, and showed him the secrets of the times and declared to him[b] the end of the times. Then I 

commanded him, saying, 6 ‘These words you shall publish openly, and these you shall keep secret.’ 7 And now I 

say to you: 8 Lay up in your heart the signs that I have shown you, the dreams that you have seen, and the 

interpretations that you have heard; 9 for you shall be taken up from among men, and henceforth you shall 

live with my Son and with those who are like you, until the times are ended. 10 For the age has lost its youth, 

and the times begin to grow old. 11 For the age is divided into twelve parts, and nine[c] of its parts have already 

passed, 12 as well as half of the tenth part; so two of its parts remain, besides half of the tenth part.[d] 13 Now 

therefore, set your house in order, and reprove your people; comfort the lowly among them, and instruct 

those that are wise.[e] And now renounce the life that is corruptible, 14 and put away from you mortal 

thoughts; cast away from you the burdens of man, and divest yourself now of your weak nature, 15 and lay to 

one side the thoughts that are most grievous to you, and hasten to escape from these times. 16 For evils worse 

than those which you have now seen happen shall be done hereafter. 17 For the weaker the world becomes 

through old age, the more shall evils be multiplied among[f] its inhabitants. 18 For truth shall go farther away, 

and falsehood shall come near. For the eagle[g] which you saw in the vision is already hastening to come.” 

Ezra’s Concern to Restore the Scriptures 

19 Then I answered and said, “Let me speak in thy presence, Lord.[h] 20 For behold, I will go, as thou hast 

commanded me, and I will reprove the people who are now living; but who will warn those who will be born 

hereafter? For the world lies in darkness, and its inhabitants are without light. 21 For thy law has been burned, 

and so no one knows the things which have been done or will be done by thee. 22 If then I have found favor 

before thee, send the Holy Spirit into me, and I will write everything that has happened in the world from the 

beginning, the things which were written in thy law, that men may be able to find the path, and that those 

who wish to live in the last days may live.” 

23 He answered me and said, “Go and gather the people, and tell them not to seek you for forty days. 24 But 

prepare for yourself many writing tablets, and take with you Sarea, Dabria, Selemia, Ethanus, and As′iel—

these five, because they are trained to write rapidly; 25 and you shall come here, and I will light in your heart 

the lamp of understanding, which shall not be put out until what you are about to write is finished. 26 And 

when you have finished, some things you shall make public, and some you shall deliver in secret to the wise; 

tomorrow at this hour you shall begin to write.” 

Ezra’s Last Words to the People 

27 Then I went as he commanded me, and I gathered all the people together, and said, 28 “Hear these words, O 

Israel. 29 At first our fathers dwelt as aliens in Egypt, and they were delivered from there, 30 and received the 

law of life, which they did not keep, which you also have transgressed after them. 31 Then land was given to 

you for a possession in the land of Zion; but you and your fathers committed iniquity and did not keep the 
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ways which the Most High commanded you. 32 And because he is a righteous judge, in due time he took from 

you what he had given. 33 And now you are here, and your brethren are farther in the interior.[i] 34 If you, then, 

will rule over your minds and discipline your hearts, you shall be kept alive, and after death you shall obtain 

mercy. 35 For after death the judgment will come, when we shall live again; and then the names of the 

righteous will become manifest, and the deeds of the ungodly will be disclosed. 36 But let no one come to me 

now, and let no one seek me for forty days.” 

The Restoration of the Scriptures 

37 So I took the five men, as he commanded me, and we proceeded to the field, and remained there. 38 And on 

the next day, behold, a voice called me, saying, “Ezra, open your mouth and drink what I give you to drink.” 
39 Then I opened my mouth, and behold, a full cup was offered to me; it was full of something like water, but 

its color was like fire. 40 And I took it and drank; and when I had drunk it, my heart poured forth understanding, 

and wisdom increased in my breast, for my spirit retained its memory; 41 and my mouth was opened, and was 

no longer closed. 42 And the Most High gave understanding to the five men, and by turns they wrote what was 

dictated, in characters which they did not know.[j] They sat forty days, and wrote during the daytime, and ate 

their bread at night. 43 As for me, I spoke in the daytime and was not silent at night. 44 So during the forty days 

ninety-four[k] books were written. 45 And when the forty days were ended, the Most High spoke to me, saying, 

“Make public the twenty-four[l] books that you wrote first and let the worthy and the unworthy read them; 
46 but keep the seventy that were written last, in order to give them to the wise among your people. 47 For in 

them is the spring of understanding, the fountain of wisdom, and the river of knowledge.” 48 And I did so.[m] 

2 Esdras 15 

Vengeance on the Wicked 

The Lord says, “Behold, speak in the ears of my people the words of the prophecy which I will put in your 

mouth, 2 and cause them to be written on paper; for they are trustworthy and true. 3 Do not fear the plots 

against you, and do not be troubled by the unbelief of those who oppose you. 4 For every unbeliever shall die 

in his unbelief.” 

5 “Behold,” says the Lord, “I bring evils upon the world, the sword and famine and death and destruction. 6 For 

iniquity has spread throughout every land, and their harmful deeds have reached their limit. 7 Therefore,” says 

the Lord, 8 “I will be silent no longer concerning their ungodly deeds which they impiously commit, neither will 

I tolerate their wicked practices. Behold, innocent and righteous blood cries out to me, and the souls of the 

righteous cry out continually. 9 I will surely avenge them,” says the Lord, “and will receive to myself all the 

innocent blood from among them. 10 Behold, my people is led like a flock to the slaughter; I will not allow them 

to live any longer in the land of Egypt, 11 but I will bring them out with a mighty hand and with an uplifted arm, 

and will smite Egypt with plagues, as before, and will destroy all its land.” 

12 Let Egypt mourn, and its foundations, for the plague of chastisement and punishment that the Lord will 

bring upon it. 13 Let the farmers that till the ground mourn, because their seed shall fail and their trees shall be 

ruined by blight and hail and by a terrible tempest. 14 Alas for the world and for those who live in it! 15 For the 

sword and misery draw near them, and nation shall rise up to fight against nation, with swords in their hands. 
16 For there shall be unrest among men; growing strong against one another, they shall in their might have no 

respect for their king or the chief of their leaders. 17 For a man will desire to go into a city, and shall not be 
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able. 18 For because of their pride the cities shall be in confusion, the houses shall be destroyed, and people 

shall be afraid. 19 A man shall have no pity upon his neighbors, but shall make an assault upon their houses 

with the sword, and plunder their goods, because of hunger for bread and because of great tribulation. 

20 “Behold,” says God, “I call together all the kings of the earth to fear me, from the rising sun and from the 

south, from the east and from Leb′anon; to turn and repay what they have given them. 21 Just as they have 

done to my elect until this day, so I will do, and will repay into their bosom.” Thus says the Lord God: 22 “My 

right hand will not spare the sinners, and my sword will not cease from those who shed innocent blood on 

earth.” 23 And a fire will go forth from his wrath, and will consume the foundations of the earth, and the 

sinners, like straw that is kindled. 24 “Woe to those who sin and do not observe my commandments,” says the 

Lord; 25 “I will not spare them. Depart, you faithless children! Do not pollute my sanctuary.” 26 For the Lord 

knows all who transgress against him; therefore he will hand them over to death and slaughter. 27 For now 

calamities have come upon the whole earth, and you shall remain in them; for God will not deliver you, 

because you have sinned against him. 

A Terrifying Vision of Warfare 

28 Behold, a terrifying sight, appearing from the east! 29 The nations of the dragons of Arabia shall come out 

with many chariots, and from the day that they set out, their hissing shall spread over the earth, so that all 

who hear them fear and tremble. 30 Also the Carmonians, raging in wrath, shall go forth like wild boars of the 

forest, and with great power they shall come, and engage them in battle, and shall devastate a portion of the 

land of the Assyrians with their teeth. 31 And then the dragons, remembering their origin, shall become still 

stronger; and if they combine in great power and turn to pursue them, 32 then these shall be disorganized and 

silenced by their power, and shall turn and flee. 33 And from the land of the Assyrians an enemy in ambush 

shall beset them and destroy one of them, and fear and trembling shall come upon their army, and indecision 

upon their kings. 

Judgment on Babylon 

34 Behold, clouds from the east, and from the north to the south; and their appearance is very threatening, full 

of wrath and storm. 35 They shall dash against one another and shall pour out a heavy tempest upon the earth, 

and their own tempest; and there shall be blood from the sword as high as a horse’s belly 36 and a man’s thigh 

and a camel’s hock. 37 And there shall be fear and great trembling upon the earth; and those who see that 

wrath shall be horror-stricken, and they shall be seized with trembling. 38 And, after that, heavy storm clouds 

shall be stirred up from the south, and from the north, and another part from the west. 39 And the winds from 

the east shall prevail over the cloud that was[b] raised in wrath, and shall dispel it; and the tempest that was to 

cause destruction by the east wind shall be driven violently toward the south and west. 40 And great and 

mighty clouds, full of wrath and tempest, shall rise, to destroy all the earth and its inhabitants, and shall pour 

out upon every high and lofty place[c] a terrible tempest, 41 fire and hail and flying swords and floods of water, 

that all the fields and all the streams may be filled with the abundance of those waters. 42 And they shall 

destroy cities and walls, mountains and hills, trees of the forests, and grass of the meadows, and their grain. 
43 And they shall go on steadily to Babylon, and shall destroy her. 44 They shall come to her and surround her; 

they shall pour out the tempest and all its wrath upon her; then the dust and smoke shall go up to heaven, and 

all who are about her shall wail over her. 45 And those who survive shall serve those who have destroyed her. 
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Judgment on Asia 

46 And you, Asia, who share in the glamour of Babylon and the glory of her person— 47 woe to you, miserable 

wretch! For you have made yourself like her; you have decked out your daughters in harlotry to please and 

glory in your lovers, who have always lusted after you. 48 You have imitated that hateful harlot in all her deeds 

and devices; therefore God says, 49 “I will send evils upon you, widowhood, poverty, famine, sword, and 

pestilence, to lay waste your houses and bring you to destruction and death. 50 And the glory of your power 

shall wither like a flower, when the heat rises that is sent upon you. 51 You shall be weakened like a wretched 

woman who is beaten and wounded, so that you cannot receive your mighty lovers. 52 Would I have dealt with 

you so violently,” says the Lord, 53 “If you had not always killed my chosen people, exulting and clapping your 

hands and talking about their death when you were drunk? 54 Trick out the beauty of your face! 55 The reward 

of a harlot is in your bosom, therefore you shall receive your recompense. 56 As you will do to my chosen 

people,” says the Lord, “so God will do to you, and will hand you over to adversities. 57 Your children shall die 

of hunger, and you shall fall by the sword, and your cities shall be wiped out, and all your people who are in 

the open country shall fall by the sword. 58 And those who are in the mountains and highlands[d] shall perish of 

hunger, and they shall eat their own flesh in hunger for bread and drink their own blood in thirst for water. 
59 Unhappy above all others, you shall come and suffer fresh afflictions. 60 And as they pass they shall wreck 

the hateful[e] city, and shall destroy a part of your land and abolish a portion of your glory, as they return from 

devastated Babylon. 61 And you shall be broken down by them like stubble, and they shall be like fire to you. 
62 And they shall devour you and your cities, your land and your mountains; they shall burn with fire all your 

forests and your fruitful trees. 63 They shall carry your children away captive, and shall plunder your wealth, 

and abolish the glory of your countenance.” 

2 Esdras 16 

Further Denunciations 

Woe to you, Babylon and Asia! Woe to you, Egypt and Syria! 2 Gird yourselves with sackcloth and haircloth, 

and wail for your children, and lament for them; for your destruction is at hand. 3 The sword has been sent 

upon you, and who is there to turn it back? 4 A fire has been sent upon you, and who is there to quench it? 
5 Calamities have been sent upon you, and who is there to drive them away? 6 Can one drive off a hungry lion 

in the forest, or quench a fire in the stubble, when once it has begun to burn? 7 Can one turn back an arrow 

shot by a strong archer? 8 The Lord God sends calamities, and who will drive them away? 9 Fire will go forth 

from his wrath, and who is there to quench it? 10 He will flash lightning, and who will not be afraid? He will 

thunder, and who will not be terrified? 11 The Lord will threaten, and who will not be utterly shattered at his 

presence? 12 The earth and its foundations quake, the sea is churned up from the depths, and its waves and 

the fish also shall be troubled at the presence of the Lord and before the glory of his power. 13 For his right 

hand that bends the bow is strong, and his arrows that he shoots are sharp and will not miss when they begin 

to be shot to the ends of the world. 14 Behold, calamities are sent forth and shall not return until they come 

over the earth. 15 The fire is kindled, and shall not be put out until it consumes the foundations of the earth. 
16 Just as an arrow shot by a mighty archer does not return, so the calamities that are sent upon the earth shall 

not return. 17 Alas for me! Alas for me! Who will deliver me in those days? 
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The Horror of the Last Days 

18 The beginning of sorrows, when there shall be much lamentation; the beginning of famine, when many shall 

perish; the beginning of wars, when the powers shall be terrified; the beginning of calamities, when all shall 

tremble. What shall they do in these circumstances, when the calamities come? 19 Behold, famine and plague, 

tribulation and anguish are sent as scourges for the correction of men. 20 Yet for all this they will not turn from 

their iniquities, nor be always mindful of the scourges. 21 Behold, provision will be so cheap upon earth that 

men will imagine that peace is assured for them, and then the calamities shall spring up on the earth—the 

sword, famine, and great confusion. 22 For many of those who live on the earth shall perish by famine; and 

those who survive the famine shall die by the sword. 23 And the dead shall be cast out like dung, and there 

shall be no one to console them; for the earth shall be left desolate, and its cities shall be demolished. 24 No 

one shall be left to cultivate the earth or to sow it. 25 The trees shall bear fruit, and who will gather it? 26 The 

grapes shall ripen, and who will tread them? For in all places there shall be great solitude; 27 one man will long 

to see another, or even to hear his voice. 28 For out of a city, ten shall be left; and out of the field, two who 

have hidden themselves in thick groves and clefts in the rocks. 29 As in an olive orchard three or four olives 

may be left on every tree, 30 or as when a vineyard is gathered some clusters may be left by those who search 

carefully through the vineyard, 31 so in those days three or four shall be left by those who search their houses 

with the sword. 32 And the earth shall be left desolate, and its fields shall be for briers, and its roads and all its 

paths shall bring forth thorns, because no sheep will go along them. 33 Virgins shall mourn because they have 

no bridegrooms; women shall mourn because they have no husbands; their daughters shall mourn, because 

they have no helpers. 34 Their bridegrooms shall be killed in war, and their husbands shall perish of famine. 

God’s People Must Prepare for the End 

35 Listen now to these things, and understand them, O servants of the Lord. 36 Behold the word of the Lord, 

receive it; do not disbelieve what the Lord says.[a] 37 Behold, the calamities draw near, and are not delayed. 
38 Just as a woman with child, in the ninth month, when the time of her delivery draws near, has great pains 

about her womb for two or three hours beforehand, and when the child comes forth from the womb, there 

will not be a moment’s delay, 39 so the calamities will not delay in coming forth upon the earth, and the world 

will groan, and pains will seize it on every side. 

40 “Hear my words, O my people; prepare for battle, and in the midst of the calamities be like strangers on the 

earth. 41 Let him that sells be like one who will flee; let him that buys be like one who will lose; 42 let him that 

does business be like one who will not make a profit; and let him that builds a house be like one who will not 

live in it; 43 let him that sows be like one who will not reap; so also him that prunes the vines, like one who will 

not gather the grapes; 44 them that marry, like those who will have no children; and them that do not marry, 

like those who are widowed. 45 Because those who labor, labor in vain; 46 for strangers shall gather their fruits, 

and plunder their goods, and overthrow their houses, and take their children captive; for in captivity and 

famine they will beget their children. 47 Those who conduct business, do it only to be plundered; the more 

they adorn their cities, their houses and possessions, and their persons, 48 the more angry I will be with them 

for their sins,” says the Lord. 49 Just as a respectable and virtuous woman abhors a harlot, 50 so righteousness 

shall abhor iniquity, when she decks herself out, and shall accuse her to her face, when he comes who will 

defend him who searches out every sin on earth. 
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The Power and Wisdom of God 

51 Therefore do not be like her or her works. 52 For behold, just a little while, and iniquity will be removed from 

the earth, and righteousness will reign over us. 53 Let no sinner say that he has not sinned; for God[b] will burn 

coals of fire on the head of him who says, “I have not sinned before God and his glory.” 54 Behold, the Lord 

knows all the works of men, their imaginations and their thoughts and their hearts. 55 He said, “Let the earth 

be made,” and it was made; “Let the heaven be made,” and it was made. 56 At his word the stars were fixed, 

and he knows the number of the stars. 57 It is he who searches the deep and its treasures, who has measured 

the sea and its contents; 58 who has enclosed the sea in the midst of the waters, and by his word has 

suspended the earth over the water; 59 who has spread out the heaven like an arch, and founded it upon the 

waters; 60 who has put springs of water in the desert, and pools on the tops of the mountains, to send rivers 

from the heights to water the earth; 61 who formed man, and put a heart in the midst of his body, and gave 

him breath and life and understanding 62 and the spirit of Almighty God; who made all things and searches out 

hidden things in hidden places. 63 Surely he knows your imaginations and what you think in your hearts! Woe 

to those who sin and want to hide their sins! 64 Because the Lord will strictly examine all their works, and will 

make a public spectacle of all of you. 65 And when your sins come out before men, you shall be put to shame; 

and your own iniquities shall stand as your accusers in that day. 66 What will you do? Or how will you hide your 

sins before God and his angels? 67 Behold, God is the judge, fear him! Cease from your sins, and forget your 

iniquities, never to commit them again; so God will lead you forth and deliver you from all tribulation. 

Impending Persecution of God’s People 

68 For behold, the burning wrath of a great multitude is kindled over you, and they shall carry off some of you 

and shall feed you what was sacrificed to idols. 69 And those who consent to eat shall be held in[c] derision and 

contempt, and be trodden under foot. 70 For in many places[d] and in neighboring cities there shall be a great 

insurrection against those who fear the Lord. 71 They shall be like mad men, sparing no one, but plundering 

and destroying those who continue to fear the Lord. 72 For they shall destroy and plunder their goods, and 

drive them out of their houses. 73 Then the tested quality of my elect shall be manifest, as gold that is tested 

by fire. 

Promise of Divine Deliverance 

74 “Hear, my elect,” says the Lord. “Behold, the days of tribulation are at hand, and I will deliver you from 

them. 75 Do not fear or doubt, for God is your guide. 76 You who keep my commandments and precepts,” says 

the Lord God, “do not let your sins pull you down, or your iniquities prevail over you.” 77 Woe to those who are 

choked by their sins and overwhelmed by their iniquities, as a field is choked with underbrush and its path[e] 

overwhelmed with thorns, so that no one can pass through! 78 It is shut off and given up to be consumed by 

fire. 
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